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Wrzesnewsky}] 
wins appeal 


Judge overturns election 
result in Etobicoke Centre 


By Les Whittington, 
Toronto Star, May 18, 2012 

Toronto Liberal Borys Wrzesnew- 
skyj won his legal bid to have elec- 
tion results in Etobicoke Centre 
thrown out, opening the way for a 
possible by-election in the federal 
riding. 

Wrzesnewskyj lost by 26 votes 
to Conservative Ted Opitz in last 
May’s federal election, but a judge 
ruled Friday (May 18) the result is 
null and void due to voting irregu- 
larities. 

“This is an incredible victory for 
Canadian democracy,” Wrzesnew- 
skyj said. 

Ме said it is a vindication of the 
“most important of our freedoms 
and diplomatic principles — one 
person, one vote. 

“It restores peoples’ confidence 
in the integrity of our electoral pro- 
cesses,” Wrzesnewskyj, who was in 
Ukraine, told CBC-TV. The three- 
term Liberal MP said he planned to 
run if there is a by-election. 

In a precedent-setting decision, 
Ontario Superior Court Justice 
Thomas Lederer said the balloting 
in Etobicoke Centre was marred by 
extensive foul-ups and set aside 79 
ballots in his decision. 
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Lederer’s concerns about im- 
proper polling site practices out- 
weighed the position taken in court 
by Canada’s Chief Electoral Offi- 
cer Mare Mayrand, who had argued 
such irregularities are “common” 
and elections should “not be over- 
turned lightly.” 

But Lederer wrote: “There are 
requirements of the process which 
are fundamental. We need to be as- 
sured that those who vote are quali- 
fied to do so. If we give up these 
foundations of our electoral sys- 
tem, we are risking a loss of con- 
fidence in our elections and in our 
government.” 

The judge noted, however, that 
the case did not involve any wrong- 
doing by anyone involved in the 
operation of voting stations. 

Lederer ordered a by-election in 
Etobicoke Centre unless the rul- 
ing is overturned by a higher court. 
Opitz has eight days to appeal the 
decision to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. If he does so, the appeal 
will be fast-tracked. 

“IT am disappointed with the deci- 
sion of the court today,” Opitz said. 
“The judge has found problems 
with the way that Elections Canada 
ran the election in this riding. 

“As the judge took care to point 
out in the decision, I and my cam- 
paign team followed the rules,” 
Opitz added. “This is not about me. 
It is about 52,000 people who fol- 
lowed the rules, cast their ballots 
and (Friday) had their democratic 
decision thrown into doubt.” 

Conservatives did not say if the 
ruling would be appealed but Opitz 
said he would continue “working 
hard” on behalf of the voters of his 
riding. 

After losing in the 2011 elec- 
tion, Wrzesnewskyj went to court 
on the grounds that more than 180 
voters were improperly allowed 
to cast ballots in his riding. He 
documented a lengthy catalogue 
of irregularities including voters 
without [Ds or who were allowed 
to cast ballots even though not on 
voting lists, problems with polling 
records and questions about wheth- 
er voters actually showe 
right 


d up in the 
polling division. 
The stunning decision is 


to reignite the 


likely 
over 
the conduct of the election even 
though the court case revolved 
around breaches of technical ballot 
Station procedures — not allega- 
tions of robocalls or other alleged 
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controversy 


Members of the Canadian delegation at the entrance to the penal colony in Kharkiv where former Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko is incarcerated. Left to right: Borys Potapenko, Bohdan Onyschuk, Nina Grewal MP, Dave Van 
Kesteren MP. Alexandrine Latendresse MP, Bob Dechert MP, Lois Brown MP, Ralph Goodale MP, Taras Zalusky 
and Linda Duncan MP 


Canada’s Foreign Affairs Committee 
holds hearings in Ukraine 


(UCC National/UkrNews)—A delegation from the 
Canadian Parliament in Ukraine concluded five days 
of meetings (May 14-18) in Kyiv as well as Kharkiv 
and Lviv. 

Meetings were held with a broad spectrum of ex- 
perts and monitors of the social, political, and eco- 


nomic and human rights situation in the country. 

The Members of Parliament who formed the delega- 
tion were: Bob Dechert, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs; Lois Brown, Parliament- 
ary Secretary to the Minister of International Cooper- 
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Cheremosh holds dance festival 


The 28th a 11 Cheremosh Ukr 1 Dance Festival took place at the Arden Theatre in St. Albert from May 
It May 13. Throughout the kend. there were over 325 dance entries from a total of 36 dance schools 
from Western Canada. Pictured above, the Junior Tryzub Dancers from Calgary perform their prize-winning 
Best Regional Volyn Dance — Kavalery. For more see page І of this issue. 
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УНІАН«чистять»передвиборами"? 


Дмитро Білаш, Радіо Свобода 

В одній з найбільших інформаційних агенцій України YHIAH- 
змінили шеф-редактора. Ця кадрова перестановка викликала 
конфлікт між працівниками-профспілковцями та керівництвом 
агентства. 

Шеф-редактора інформаційної агенції УНІАН, Олександра Хар- 
ченка, усунули з посади. 17 травня оголосили, що 15 травня ме- 
неджмент звільнив його та запропонував керувати тільки сайтом 
агенції. Тепер посаду шеф-редактора обіймає Михайло Ганницький, 
який раніше займався інтернет-проектами Групи «1-1». 

Працівник УНІАН Ольга Подерякова зазначає, що Харченко 15 
травня не знав про своє звільнення. Він прийшов на роботу, про- 
працював весь день, вважаючи себе шеф-редактором, а вже ввечері, 
після шостої, йому запропонували звільнитися за власним бажан- 
ням. Він відмовився і тоді йому показали наказ, датований 15 травня. 

«Про звільнення не була попереджена профспілка, це було зро- 
блено без згоди самого працівника. Звільнення було невмотивоване, 
ніхто не назвав конкретних причин», - каже Подєрякова. 

Із публічною заявою щодо звільнення з посади Харченка висту- 
пила Незалежна медіа-профспілка. Це звільнення порушує трудове 
законодавство і воно передує згортанню свободи слова в УНІАН, 
зазначає голова профспілки, Сергій Гузь. 

«Це абсолютно точно робиться зі спробою змінити редакційну 
політику. Вчора чітко було сказано, що не подобається політична 
складова УНІАН, саме вона буде змінена 1 саме для цього зняли Хар- 
ченка», - наголошує Гузь. 

Новий шеф-редактор УНІАН Михайло Ганницький говорить, що 
не очікував конфлікту, який виник навколо його призначення. 

«Пропозицію мені зробили приблизно на травневі свята, 
інформацію про остаточне підтвердження отримав тиждень тому. Не 
очікував, що виникне така ситуація з Харченком, про хід звільнення 
я нічого не знав. Не думав, що будуть якісь питання», - каже Ган- 
ницький. 

Найближчим часом особливу увагу новий шеф-редактор УНІАН 
збирається приділити оновленню дизайну веб-сайту агенції - його 
він хоче зробити сучаснішим, а публікації на сайті Ганницький 
збирається перетворити з просто авторських думок на грунтовні 
статті. Також новий шеф-редактор, за його ж словами, планує пиль- 
но стежити за оперативністю, затим щоб УНІАН був першоджере- 
лом новин. 
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Деградація 
української демократії 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

Сфера поглибленої та сталої демократії в Україні 
за останній рік зазнала подальшої деградації, 
констатує Європейська комісія. Саме погіршення 
верховенства права і повільне втілення низки 
життєвоважливих реформ визначені головни- 
ми недоліками України. Про це йдеться у звіті 
Єврокомісії щодо прогресу держав-учасниць 
Європейської політики сусідства. Водночас, 
2011-й для України ще й був позначений пози- 
тивним елементом: завершенням переговорів 
щодо угоди про асоціацію з ЄС. Щоб активізувати 
демократичні процеси та соціально-економічні 
реформи у державах-сусідах, Єврокомісія 15 
травня також опублікувала новий детальний план 
«Східне партнерство»: Дорожня карта до осені 
2013 року». 

Цьогорічний звіт щодо прогресу України на 
шляху до євроінтеграції відкривається крити- 
кою непрозорого й селективного судочинства 
над низкою опозиційних політиків, включно з 
колишнім прем'єром Юлією Тимошенко. Водно- 
час, Єврокомісія зазначає: успішне усунення цих 
недоліків «могло б відкрити шлях підписанню й 
ратифікації угоди про асоціацію між Україною та 
EO». 

Наступні невтішні констатації європейських 
аналітиків такі: з одного боку, новий закон щодо 
парламентських виборів був підтриманий пере- 
важною більшістю, проте, не врахував усіх 
рекомендацій Венеціанської комісії. 3 іншого, 
влада показала себе все більш вороже налаштова- 
ною щодо публічних протестних зібрань та за на- 
годи намагалася обмежити цей основний елемент 
демократії, а саме --свободу зібрань. Занепокоєння 
в Україні викликає також свобода преси, йдеться у 
звіті. 

Попри ухвалення минулого жовтня Національної 
антикорупційної стратегії, корупція залишається 
поширеною, продовжує Єврокомісія. Як наслідок, 
умови для ведення бізнесу та залучення інвестицій 
зазнали в Україні подальшого погіршення. 

Водночас, з цієї держави продовжують надхо- 
дити повідомлення про випадки дискримінації 
на основі національної чи етнічної належності, 
зазначено у звіті, це стосується ромів, кримських 


татар та Інших меншин. 

З огляду на нинішній аналіз прогресу України 
на шляху імплементації нової Європейської 
політики сусідства та втілення Порядку денного 
асоціації Україна-ЄС, Єврокомісія закликає вла- 
ду України забезпечити конституційну рефор- 
му на основі прозорості та у співпраці з Радою 
Європи й Венеціанською комісією. Слід ефектив- 
но втілити Порядок денний асоціації щодо поваги 
до верховенства права 1 демократичних цінностей, 
продовжує звіт. 

Експерти Європейської політики сусідства та- 
кож радять наблизити закони України щодо свобо- 
ди преси та зібрань до європейських стандартів. 
Єврокомісія, зокрема, закликає офіційний Київ 
владнати проблеми із політично мотивованим су- 
дочинством, вжити ширші кроки для забезпечен- 
ня незалежності судів 1 продовжити реформи всіх 
сторін судової системи: звинувачення, судового 
процесу, покарання, ув'язнення та апеляцій. 

Серед інших рекомендацій, особливе місце 
посідає також підготовка й проведення згідно зі 
стандартами ОБСЄ парламентських виборів 2012 
року, а також повноцінна співпраця із місіями 
спостерігачів. 

Прискорити політичну асоціацію та економічну 
інтеграцію  держав-сусідів покликаний план 
«Східне партнерство»: Дорожня карта до осені 
2013», який також має бути оприлюднений 
сьогодні Єврокомісією. Основана на принципі 
«більше - за більше», ця програма дій містить 
чіткі рекомендації подальших кроків у політичній 
та економічній реформі країн Східної Європи, а 
також опис того, як до наступного року полегши- 
ти візові обмеження. «Дорожня карта» передбачає 
додаткове фінансування з європейських фондів у 
розмірі 130 мільйонів євро. 

На період з 2010-го - до 2013 року на 
популяризацію демократичних перетворень, ре- 
форму держуправління й соціально-економічні 
зміни держав-партнерів Євросоюз призначив 
майже два мільярди євро. Щоправда, надання цієї 
допомоги відбувається за схемою: чим більший 
прогрес демонструє країна «Східного партнер- 
ства», тим більше підтримки вона отримує від 
Євросоюзу. 


Мене не звинувачували хіба що 


у канібалізмі 


Андрій Баштовий, Радіо Свобода 

Співдоповідачі комітету ПАРЄ з питань 
моніторингу, Марієтта де Пурбе-Лундін i Майліс 
Репе, зустрілись з Віктором Януковичем, 17 трав- 
ня - через день після того, як вони відвідали у 
харківській лікарні колишнього Прем'єр-міністра 
України Юлію Тимошенко, Розмова з Президен- 
том тривала півтори години. 

Представниці Ради Європи приїхали до України, 
щоб перевірити, як виконуються вимоги січневої 
резолюції ПАРЄ, їх візит до України тривав 3 
дні. Співдоповідачі комітету Парламентської 
Асамблеї Ради Європи помітили як неприємні 
деталі, так і позитивні тенденції. Серед позитив- 
них зрушень вони відзначили ухвалення нового 
Кримінально-процесуального кодексу, готовність 
до діалогу з боку влади, зокрема, дозвіл зустрітися 
з Тимошенко та Юрієм Луценком. За словами 
співдоповідачок, питання, пов'язані з Тимошен- 
ко, Луценком та Іващенком, оскільки вони згадані 
у резолюції ПАРЄ, оминути не можна було. «Ми 
розмовляли про те, чи можливо знайти політичне 
вирішення цієї ситуації. Президент сказав, що, на 
його думку, перед тим, як можна буде щось зроби- 
ти у цьому плані, має закінчитися судовий процес. 
Тому що треба поважати вимоги того юридично- 
го процесу, який зараз відбувається», - зауважила 
Марієтта де Пурбе-Лундін. 

Щоб зустрітися з представниками ПАРЄ, Віктор 
Якукович, як їм сказав сам Президент, навіть ска- 
сував зустріч із прем'єром Ніколаєм Азаровим. 

Депутат від Партії регіонів Владислав Лук'янов 
вважає, що до виголошення рішення суду у 
другій справі Юлії Тимошенко (за звинувачен- 
ням у причетності до вбивства Вадима Щербаня) 
рано робити якісь висновки чи давати коментарі, 
оскільки це може вплинути на судовий процес. 

Від того, яким буде це рішення, за словами пар- 
ламентаря, залежить можливість знаходження 


— "Тимошенко 


політичного вирішення питання. 

«Якщо злочин, у якому звинувачується пані Ти- 
мошенко, буде доведений, то мені важко припу- 
стити можливість політично вирішувати питання, 
пов'язане з доведеним замовним вбивством», - 
сказав Лук'янов. 

Візит представників Парламентської Асамблеї 
Ради Європи до України тривав 3 дні. За цей час 
вони зустрілись з авторами нового КПК, експерта- 
ми, представниками громадських організацій, ад- 
вокатами Тимошенко, Луценка та Іващенка, самим 
екс-прем'єром. 

У палаті ув'язненої Тимошенко в харківській 
Центральній клінічній лікарні «Укрзалізниці» 
встановлені 3 відеокамери 1 постійно перебувають 
люди, заявили співдоповідачки комітету ПАРЄ. 

«Для того, щоб потрапити до Тимошенко, тре- 
ба пройти практично такі ж самі процедури, як в 
аеропорті», - зазначила де Пурбе-Лундін. 

За словами співдоповідачок, які зустрічалися 16 
травня з Тимошенко, під час їхнього візиту в палаті 
було п'ятеро людей - і чоловіки, 1 жінки. Саме 
там де Пурбе-Лундін i Pence також запевнили, що 
переодягається Тимошенко лише в присутності 
жінок. Крім того, за їхніми словами, деякі про- 
цедури лікарі змушені проводити за вимкненого 
світла, оскільки Тимошенко не хоче втручання в її 
особисте життя. 

Багато деталей щодо стану Тимошенко 
співдоповідачки оприлюднити наразі не можуть 
- до того, як відзвітують Раді Європи, поясни- 
ла Penc. Вона також зауважила, що Тимошенко 
«дуже сильна жінка» і ставиться до ситуації, що 
склалась, з «чорним» гумором. 

«Мені можуть приписати убивство полови- 
ни України. Мене не звинувачували хіба-що у 


канібалізмі», — переказала жарт Тимошенко, Peric. 
За попередніми даними, де Пурбе-Лундін і Pere 
повернуться до України на початку осені. 
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Zwozdesky elected Speaker 


(UkrNews)—Veteran minster 
and MLA Gene Zwozdesky was 
elected Speaker of the Alberta 
Legislature, May 23. 

Zwozdesky, MLA for Edmonton- 
Mill Creek won a majority in the 
secret ballot cast by 86 of the 87 
MLAs beating out Liberal Lau- 
rie Blakeman. The exact numbers 
were not disclosed, but one vote 
was spoiled. 

He was the only Progressive Con- 
servative running for the position 
after other MLAs had dropped out. 

"Го both humbled and privil- 
eged by your vote — by your sup- 
port,” Zwozdesky said. 

He added that he would have 
five main areas of focus: “to be 
as impartial as I possibly can,” to 
maintain and improve civility and 
decorum, to encourage more com- 
munity interest in the legislature, to 
increase student learning about the 
democratic process and to promote 
a positive image of Alberta. 

Zwozdesky had served as Min- 
ister of Community Development, 
and Minister of Education under 
Premier Ralph Klein, and Associ- 
ate Minister for Capital Planning, 
Minister of Aboriginal Relations 
and Deputy Government House 
Leader and Minister of Health and 
Wellness under Premier Ed Stel- 
mach, but was left out of cabinet 
twice by Premier Alison Redford. 
She, nevertheless, congratulated 
him upon his election. 

“The role of Speaker is deeply 
rooted in tradition and is a reflec- 
tion of the proud and storied past 
of Alberta assemblies that have 
come before us. In presiding over 
the daily business of the House, the 
Speaker is the impartial authority 
that guides the tone and demeanor 
of all members, regardless of party 
affiliation. The Speaker also has 
the enjoyable task of receiving of- 
ficial guests of the province. There 
can be no doubt that Gene’s natural 
exuberance and love for Alberta 
will serve him well in this aspect of 
his duties. I have the utmost con- 
fidence that Gene will perform his 
responsibilities as Speaker with the 
grace, dignity and tenacity that he 
has demonstrated throughout his 
many years of community involve- 
ment and public service,” she said 
in a statement 


Zwozdesky, who served as Second Alternate Speaker in the last Legislative 
Session, shows off his robe during his annual Christmas Open House, held 
Dec. 15, 2011. 


First elected as a Liberal under 
then-leader Lawrence Decore in 
1993, Zwozdesky switched to the 
Progressive Conservatives in 1998 
and has been very pro-active on 
Ukrainian community issues. 

He helped establish the Advisory 
Council on Alberta-Ukraine Rela- 
tions (ACAUR); developed and 
persuaded the Legislature to pass 
the Ukrainian Famine and Geno- 
cide (Holodomor) Act; arranged for 
the first visit to Ukraine by an Al- 
berta Premier in 2002 and a second 
one in 2006; coordinated the sign- 
ing Memorandums of Understand- 
ing between Alberta and Oblasts in 
Uksaine; established three educa- 
tion scholarships for Ukrainian stu- 
dents; championed $125,000 from 
the Government of Alberta to offset 
expenses for Alberta election-mon- 
itor volunteers in Ukraine; twinned 
Edmonton Ukrainian Bilingual 
Schools with schools in Lviv, and 


increased funding for Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 

Most recently he was instrumen- 
tal in getting Redford to announce 
a trade mission to Ukraine. 

Before becoming involved in 
politics Zwozdesky worked as 
a teacher, administrator, profes- 
sional musician and businessman. 
Zwozdesky joined the Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers in 1963, and was 
dancer for that troupe for six years, 
before becoming the musical direc- 
tor, composing and conducting the 
music for 25 years, as well as serv- 
ing in the same role for the Cher- 
emosh Ukrainian Dance Company. 
He was involved in various other 
cultural organizations, was the 
executive director of the Alberta 
Cultural Heritage Foundation and 
the Alberta Ukrainian Canadian 
Centennial Commission, and 
has served on various voluntary 
boards. 


Wrzesnewsky] wins appeal 
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КОРІННЯ Korinnya Ukrainian Folk Ensemble 


LS —— Is currently accepting applications for 
> gE, 
SUNS моно о 

"АИАВТАТ» Musical Director 
Korinnya has been entertaining Calgary audiences since 1993. 
Membership in the choir is currently 15 and has ranged from 
10 to 35 voices. Repertoire consists of traditional Ukrainian 
folk music sung a cappella as well as accompanied by a 3-piece 


orchestra. The focus of the choir is to have fun while singing 
Ukrainian songs. 


Required qualifications for Musical Director include choral 
conducting experience, Ukrainian language proficiency and 
a desire to have fun. Deadline for applications is August 15, 
2012. 


For more information, or to apply, please contact Marcia 
Maluta, Chairperson of Korinnya Ukrainian Folk Ensemble 
Society at mmaluta@hotmail.com. 


mass election irregularities. 

“It has become clear to many Canadians that our 
democracy was tested and perhaps undermined dur- 
ing the last election,” Liberal Leader Bob Rae said. 
“Reports and allegations of election fraud are wide- 
spread and there are many cases still under investiga- 
tion. This has cast serious doubts on the integrity of 
our electoral system.” 

Stephen Thiele, Wrzesnewskyj’s lawyer, said even 
though the case did not deal with organized voter sup- 
pression, the outcome may provide ammunition for 
other electoral court challenges. “I think it’s up to the 
lawyers who are in a contested election application 


over the robocalls to see what they can take from our 
case that may apply to their case,” Thiele said in an 
interview. “At the end of the day, it’s still about the 
confidence of the electoral process.” 

This was the first time a judge has ruled on a dis- 
puted election under Part 20 of the Canada Elections 
Act, a measure passed in 2000 that opens the way for 
a court challenge if a candidate believes the result was 
skewed by corrupt or irregular practices. 

The last time a court overturned a federal election re- 
sult was 1988, when an Ontario Supreme Court judge 
found enough questionable ballots in the Toronto rid- 
ing of North York to nix a win by Liberal Maurizio 
Bevilacqua. He won the subsequent by-election. 


Wrzesnewskyj ahead in poll 


A new poll says Liberal challenger Boris 
Wrzesnewskyj has the support of nearly half the 
voters in Etobicoke Centre, reports the National Post. 

Wrzesnewskyj has a 10-point lead on 
Conservative Ted Opitz, with 47% saying they 
would vote for the Liberal candidate, according 
to a Forum Research survey released on May 22. 
Just 37% said they would vote for Opitz, who 
was elected in May 2011, if a by-election were 


held today, the poll shows. 

Lorne Bozinoff, Forum Research president, said the 
poll shows support for the Liberals in the riding of 
Etobicoke Centre is widespread, across both genders, 
all age categories and almost every single income 
group. 

“Tt looks like it’s going to be difficult, but 
not impossible, to retain this riding [for the 
Conservatives],” Bozinoff said. 


BEST HOTELEXPERIENCE IN UKRAINE! 


Hotel Hatky Ruslany, is located in the Carpathian 
Mountains near Vorokhta, [vano-Frankivsk province, 12 
km. from Hoverla, Ukraine’s tallest mountain and 17 
km. from Bukovel, one of Europe’s fastest growing ski 
centres. Half hour travel to Yaremche and one hour to 


Ivano-Frankivsk Airport. 


Each chalet suite is uniquely decorated and offers full 
amenities including working fireplaces! Open year 
round with WESTERN style services, enjoy skiing in 
WINTER, water rafting, mountain biking and hiking 
in SUMMER. Or just enjoy the mountain view while 
reading a book by the pool. Sauna on site as well as an 
excellent restaurant offering delicious Ukrainian fusion 
style food, steps away from your log cabin. Go to: 


www.hatkyruslany.com.ua 


TRAVELLING TO UKRAINE? 
SEE YOU AT HOTEL ХАТКУ RUSLANY!!! 
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FOunaymeo співає 


cbOTO — НАДЯ МЕЛЬНИЦЬКА 


Едмонтонсвяткуєсторіччя Пласту 


Грателюємо др. Дмитрові 
Тодосійчукові з 90-ти літ-. 
TAM яке він відсвяткував 3 
родиною і близькими дру-! 
зями. 

Многая Літа ! 


(р.п.) Перші пластові гуртки 
заснували Петро Франко, Іван 
Чмола і д-р Олександер Тисов- 
ський у Львові 1911 року, 1 12 
квітня 1912 р. пластуни в Акаде- 
мічній гімназії перші прийняли 
пластову присягу. Ця дата вважа- 
ється днем народження Пласту, 1 
цього року пластуни по цілому 
світі відмічують ці роковини 
«збірками», святочними бенке- 
тами й забавами. Завершаться ці 
святкування, в серпні ц.р., коли 
пластуни з цілого світу зберуть- 
ся в колисці Пласту - у Львові, 
на Ювілейну міжкрайову плас- 
тову зустріч (ЮМПЗ). 

В Едмонтоні ці святкування 
почалися ще у вересні 2011 р., 
коли розпочато діловий рік після 
літніх таборів, впродовж осени й 
зими заняття в домівці проходи- 
ли у великій мірі з погляду сто- 
річчя Пласту, а День народження 
Пласту відмічено двома подіями. 
29 квітня едмонтонські пластуни 
зібралися в своїй домівці, щоб з 


| 


"STAY UKRAINIAN MY Friend 


пластунами по цілій Канаді pa- 
зом відновити пластовий обіт. 
Кажемо, разом з пластунами ці- 
лої Канади, бо вони з'єдналися 
з усіма канадськими станиця- 
ми відеозв'язковою системою 
Webex. 

Ритуал розпочався відспіван- 
ням «пластового Отче наш» 1 
пластового гімну, а тоді зроблено 
відео- 1 звукозапис привіту стани- 
ці, який пролунає під час ЮМПЗ. 
Ведучий святом Маркіян Лазурко 
вияснив значення всякої присяги, 
а пластовії зокрема. Запаливши 
свічки в притемненій домівці, 
едмонтонські пластуни злучили- 
ся з пластунами по цілій Канаді, 
щоб разом рецитувати Пластовий 
обіт - вірш до пластової прися- 
ги, який написав співзасновник 
Пласту д-р Олександер Тисов- 
ський. Правда, не з вини місцевої 
апаратури, під кінець тексту кон- 
такт з іншими станицями тимча- 
сово втрачено, але єднання всіх 
пластунів Канади таки відбулося. 
Коли відновлено зв'язок, усі за- 
співали традиційну прикінцеву 
пісню «Сіріли у сумерку», а тоді 
пісню століття «Будь іскрою, як 
мрієш бачити багаття», яку напи- 
сала й скомпонувала киянка Со- 
ломія Мричко. Їм пригравали на 
гітарах юнаки Адріян Зміївський 
і Матей Горбай, а хорунжими 
були Іван Сабодаш і Наталя При- 
шляк. 

Вже поза зв'язком з іншими 
станицями показано інтерв'ю з 
декількома пластунками й плас- 
тунами, які дуже змістовно від- 
повідали на питання «яке зна- 
чення має Пласт для тебе? і яке 
бажання маєш для Пласту на 
майбутнє?» Ведучий М. Лазур- 
ко подякував у першу чергу тим 
сеньйорам, які, будучи юнаками 
розпочали пластову працю в Ед- 
монтоні й тепер дожили бачити 
своїх дітей і внуків у пластових 
рядах. Хоч часи міняються, але 
наша мета лишається тією са- 
мою - плекати наші традиції і 
вчитися в природи, нашої вели- 
кої вчительки. 

Свято звеличили гості: Зі Льво- 
ва приїхала Наталя Кобилюх, 
а з Торонта Зоряна Яворська- 
Сокольська, перша гурткова 
першого гуртка юначок і перша 
курінна 6-го куреня юначок ім. 
Уляни Кравченко. Відспівавши 
«Гімн закарпатських пластунів», 
усі зібралися на подвір'ї для 
спільної фотограяфії, а тоді лег- 


кої перекуски. 

Великим заходом до святку- 
вання сторіччя Пласту едмон- 
тонською станицею був ювілей- 
ний бенкет і забава, що відбулися 
5 травня у бенкетовому центрі 
«Меридіян». Гостей при дверях 
зустріло досить істочне шатро 
з 1960-х рр. із обладняммян з 
тих часів. Це виготовив осеред- 
ок праці старших пластунів під 
проводом Марка Тимчака. Вже в 
самому приміщенні була архівна 
виставка, яку підготовила Надя 
Цинцар, а гостей зустрічали му- 
зики ст.пл. Адріян Вархола, пл-и 
розв-чі Адріян Зміївський, Ма- 
тей Горбай, Таркіян Тетеренко 1 
пл. уч. Олесь Зміївський. 

Коли гості позаймали свої 


місця, ведучі Міко Грох і Олеся 


Маркевич коротко накреслили 
початки Пласту і представили 
почесних гостей бенкету: влади- 
ку Давида (Мотюка), 00. Корни- 
лія Зубрицького, Василя Гупала, 
д-ра Данила Куця, іером. Тому 
(Кобака), депутата Провінційно- 
го Парляменту Євгена Звоздець- 
кого, голову Крайової пластової 
старшини (КПС) Олену Цобу, 
станичних  Едмонтону Анну 
Сливинську 1 Калгарі Євгена Ми- 
кулу. Заповіджено, що одержано 
привіт від мера Едмонтону. Оле- 
на Цоба передала вітання КПС; 
підкреслено, що в її родині уже 
чотири покіління виховувалися в 
Пласті, таким чином ідеали орга- 
нізації передаються з роду в рід. 

Депутат Євген  Звоздецький 
висловив вітання від Прем'єрки 
провінції Альберти Алісон Ред- 
форд і передав спеціяльну доще- 
чу-привіт. 

Щоб створити відповідний 
настрій, пластовий квінтет «Ре- 
мінор» відспівав пісні «Капе- 
люх» (соло Олесь Лазурко) i 
«Учора потрапив я на небо (соло 
Микола Білаш). 

Бенкет почався  «пластовим 
Отче нашем», який заспівали всі 
під проводом «Ре-мінору», а тоді 
Владика Давид благословив тра- 
пезу й присутніх. 

О. Маркевич запросила встати 
гостей, що приїхали з-поза міста. 
У своєму короткому, але змістов- 
ному слові А. Сливинська ска- 
зала, що її каденція станичної 
охоплює двоє роковин - 60-річчя 
едмонтонської станиці 1 100-річ- 
чя Пласту. Іскра Пласту, про яку 
співається в ювілейній пісні, пе- 
редається з покоління в поколін- 


ня, з краю до краю. Застосовуємо 
нові прийоми, але ідея постійно 
процвітає. 

На кількох екранах розташов- 
них по бенкетовій залі показано 
діяпозитиви (по-українському 
слайди) з історії едмонтонської 
станиці, а учасники оповідали 
спогади з таборів, де зароджува- 
лося й міцніло товариство. Юна- 
цтво відспівало пісню сторіччя 
«Будь іскрою», 6-й курінь юна- 
чок курінну пісню «Пісне, наша 
пісне» (сл. Уляни Кравченко, 
муз. Ірини Тарнавської) а 13-й 
курін юнаків пісню Володимира 
Івасюка «Водограй». 

М. Грох представив колишніх 
станичних і підкреснив, що од- 
ого з них - д-ра Любомиа Роман- 
кова - щойно увели Почесної па- 
лати винахідників. 

Ведучі поділилися своїми, до 
речі, дуже інакшими спогадами 
з новацтва й цим упровадили до 
показу слайдів з новацького жит- 
тя у виконанні Дарці Сторощук і 
Адріяна Вархоли. Тоді представ- 
лено тих, що почали пластувати 
в Едмонтоні, за десятиліттями 
(1940 - 2010). 

Вершиною бенкету була «опе- 
ра». Ярема Шулякевич розповів, 
що її виконано вперше і тільки 
раз у Вінніпегу 1963 р., але якось 
збереглося лібретто й ноти, i те- 
пер ця опера «Синдарела», тоб- 
то Попелюшка, має свою другу 
прем'єру. До мотиву Попелюш- 
ки зверталися різні композитори, 
але, либонь, ніколи з таким ви- 
користанням готового пісенного 
матеріялу. Хай вистачає, що всі 
ролі виконували чоловіки: хор - 
Олесь Лазурко, Зенко Маркевич, 
Богдан Саварин i Роман Солти- 
кевич; Попелюшка - Ярослав 
Петрів, Мачуха - Андрій Ши- 
манівка, сестра - Микола Білаш, 
та друга сестра - Степан Ла- 
зурко, Хресна мати Попелюш- 
ки - Орест Грох 1 Король - Ан- 
дрій Гладишевський. Описати 
цю «оперу» словами вимагало 
6 пера чи Котляревського, чи, 
може, й Рабле, хай додані фото- 
графії допоможуть читачам ство- 
рити хоч якусь картинку цього 
дійства. 

Бенкет закінчив о. Корнилій 
Зубрицький  відспіванням  во- 
скресного тропаря «Христос во- 
скрес». 

До танців безперебійно при- 
гравали оркестри «Евфорія» i 
«Viva розвага». 
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Ukraine gets slapped 
down at NATO summit 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization, at a summit in Chicago, expressed con- 
cern about selective justice and politically motivated 
prosecutions in Ukraine, sending a strong message to 
President Viktor Yanukovych. 

The declaration is embarrassing for Yanukovych, 
who is one of about 60 world leaders invited to at- 
tend the summit. His political allies hoped the gather- 
ing would be a breakthrough overcoming his growing 
international isolation over democracy. 

“We are concerned at the selective application of 
justice and what appear to be politically motivated 
prosecutions, including of leading members of the op- 
position, as well as the conditions of their detention,” 
said the declaration approved by the NATO summit 
on May 20. 

NATO also encouraged Ukraine to address the 
existing problems of its judicial system to ensure full 
compliance with the rule of law and the international 
agreements to which it is a party. 

“We also encourage Ukraine to ensure free, fair and 
inclusive parliamentary elections this autumn,” the 
declaration said. 

Yanukovych had three scheduled bilateral meetings 
at the summit, with presidents of Poland, Romania 
and Afghanistan. 

Polish President Bronislaw Komorowski and Ro- 
mania President Traian Basescu urged Ukraine to 
improve democracy and to ease the pressure on the 
opposition leader, former Prime Minister Yulia Tym- 


oshenko, amid concerns this would worsen prospects 
of closer relations with the European Union. 

Yanukovych’s meeting with Hamid Karzai of Af- 
ghanistan was aimed at improving economic соорег- 
ation with Ukraine. 

Yanukovych was invited to the summit for the role 
that Ukraine plays at international peace-keeping 
operations, including in Afghanistan. 

Boris Tarasiuk, Ukraine’s former foreign minister 
and the leader of an opposition Rukh party, said the 
bilateral meetings in Chicago underscore the growing 
isolation that Yanukovych is facing in the world over 
the treatment of the opposition politicians. 

“These three meetings that have been scheduled 
show that few leaders actually want to deal with the 
president of Ukraine,” Tarasiuk said. “This is an indi- 
cator.” 

But Yanukovych’s allies see his invitation to the 
summit — and the declaration — as a proof that the 
Ukrainian president has managed to break the pos- 
sible isolation. 

“The invitation to such an important summit is a 
good sign for Ukraine,” Volodymyr Oliynyk, a law- 
maker from the Regions Party, told Channel 5. “The 
declaration also highly praises Ukraine for cooper- 
ation with NATO.” 

“After reading the declaration I see that it is much 
softer” than it could be and is “focusing on changes 
in legislation and judicial system, and calls for honest 
elections,” Oliynyk said. 


Opposition uproar over budget guidelines 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Parliament voted May 22 
to approve guidelines for drafting Ukraine’s 2013 
budget, stipulating that it must be based on President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s initiatives and the government’s 
five-year economic reform program. 

Critics said the guidelines were tailored to restrict 
future lawmakers that will be elected in October par- 
liamentary elections and that may be won by oppos- 
ition groups. 

“Our position is clear,” Mykola Tomenko, deputy 
speaker of Parliament and a member of the opposition 
Batkivshchyna party, said. “We haven’t seen more 
unprofessional, unprepared and anti-people budgetary 
guidelines.” 

The government is supposed to submit the 2013 
budget draft to Parliament in early September, and 
lawmakers have to approve the final draft before 
the end of December to make sure the government’s 
spending is uninterrupted in January 2013. 

What makes the 2013 budget drafting process un- 
usual is that the budget — and economic policies it 
will shape — may be finally approved by a new Par- 
liament that will be elected in October. 

Opposition groups may well win the elections and 
may start opposing Yanukovych’s economic and domes- 
tic policies, making it more difficult for the government 
to control the economy, opinion polls suggested. 

Batkivshchyna, the largest opposition party, is likely 
to score 25.6% of the vote, followed by the governing 
Regions Party’s 22%, according to the poll released 
May 22 by Rating, an independent sociology group. 

Vitaliy Klishchko’s UDAR party, the second largest 


opposition group, would score 9.2%, followed by the 
Communist Party’s 7.6% and nationalist Svoboda 
party’s 4.4%, according to the poll. 

Rating polled 2,000 respondents between May 5 and 
May 14 with margin of error not exceeding 2%, ac- 
cording to the poll. 

The guidelines stipulate the 2013 budget must be 
drafted only by using the outline of economic and 
foreign policies contained in Yanukovych’s address 
to Parliament earlier this year, and the government’s 
2010-2014 economic reform program. 

Tomenko said the guidelines suggest that the 2013 
budget will be drafted exclusively by the presidential 
administration and the government, without involve- 
ment of lawmakers. 

“The authorities are trying to hedge themselves 
against the victory of the opposition groups at the up- 
coming elections,” Tomenko said. 

The guidelines forecast Ukraine’s 2013 economic 
growth forecast at 4.5% on the year, which is some- 
what more optimistic than 4% growth forecast by the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

Ukraine’s consumer inflation is forecast at 5.9% in 
2012, while producer prices are expected to increase 
6.3%. Budget deficit target is set at 0.8% to 1% of 
the gross domestic product in 2013, according to the 
guidelines. 

The pro-Yanukovych majority in Parliament ear- 
lier this year approved 2012 budget amendments that 
increase spending by 33.4 billion hryvnias this year, 
mostly increasing payouts to poor people ahead of the 
October elections. 


Opposition promises to impeach Yanukovych 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s largest opposition 
parties said on May 12 they will impeach President 
Viktor Yanukovych, free opposition leaders from jail 
and resume a pro-European foreign policy course 
upon winning parliamentary elections in October. 

The declaration was made at a forum of Batkivsh- 
chyna, led by jailed former Prime Minister Yulia Ty- 
moshenko, and the Front for Changes, led by former 
Parliamentary Speaker Arseniy Yatseniuk. 

“The first thing that the new democratic Parliament 
will do is it will liquidate Yanukovych’s monarchy,” 
Yatseniuk, who is set to lead the united opposition 
group for the elections, said. “The new Parliament 
will approve a law on impeachment, and Yanukovych 
will be the first to be impeached.” 

The forum, at the Mykhaylivska square in down- 
town Kyiv, is the first major gathering of the oppos- 
ition forces after their unification last month. 

The unification deal allowed Yatseniuk to lead the 
united opposition group for the elections, while Olek- 
sandr Тигспупоу, Tymoshenko’s closest ally, will be 
the election campaign chief. 


The deal is widely seen among politicians as the only 
chance for the opposition groups to defeat Yanuko- 
vych’s Regions Party at the October elections. 

Tymoshenko, the most popular opposition leader, was 
jailed to seven years in prison in October 2011 for abuse 
of power during her time as the prime minister in 2009. 
The verdict, seen by many as politically motivated, does 
not allow her to run for a seat in Parliament. 

In a letter written from jail and read by her daughter 
at the forum, Tymoshenko said Ukraine will have to 
approve a number of laws that will make it easier for 
people to recall the president and other elected offi- 
cials from their posts. 

“T am ready to suggest a working way” of making 
this happen, Tymoshenko said in the letter. “I have 
drafted the entire concept of legal system reform and 
will shortly deliver this report to the country.” 

The opposition groups also vowed to reduce taxes 
to help the country overcome economic crisis, and to 
change the system of government by reducing the role 
of the central government and allowing local govern- 
ments keep up to 70% of all tax revenue. 


Court postpones 
Tymoshenko 
hearing 


in new case 


(RFE/RL)—A court in Kharkiv 
has postponed the first hearing 
in the new criminal case against 
jailed former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

The May 21 hearing resulted in a 
delay until June 25. 

In the new case, Tymoshenko 
is accused of evading millions of 
U.S. dollars in taxes in connection 
with a private energy company she 
headed in the 1990s. 

Tymoshenko, who is currently 
being treated at a hospital to recoy- 
er from a recent hunger strike and a 
back condition, is already serving a 
seven-year sentence in Kharkiv on 
charges of abuse of power commit- 
ted over an energy deal with Russia 
when she was prime minister sev- 
eral years ago. 

Tymoshenko’s prosecution has 
strained ties between Ukraine and 
Western governments, who say the 
cases appear politically motivated. 
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Ukraine establishes 


constitutional assembly 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych has signed a 
decree establishing a constitutional 
assembly. 

A decree forming the new body 
was posted on the Ukrainian 
president’s website on May 17. 

The constitutional assembly is 
charged with making changes to 
the country’s constitution. 

There will be 94 members, most 
of them academics and specialists 
in law and judicial affairs. 

The decree proposed former 
President Leonid Kravchuk as 
chairman and Yury Shemshu- 
chenko, the director of the 
Koretsky Institute of State and Law 
at the Academy of Sciences as dep- 
uty chairman. 

The decree also invited political 
parties to join in the work of the as- 
sembly. 
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Canada Ра 
Bring Borys back 


Ontario Superior Court Justice Thomas Lederer’s decision on Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj’s bid to have the 2011 Etobicoke Centre election results 
overturned is a victory for democracy in Canada. 

Justice Lederer found that there were enough foul-ups and improper 
ballots in the election to overturn the 26-vote margin that Conservative 
Ted Opitz won in the election. 

What is disturbing is Canada’s Chief Electoral Officer Mare Mayrand’s 
position that such irregularities are “common” and elections should “not 
be overturned lightly.” 

Such statements put the whole electoral system into doubt. 

Few candidates have the resources to put up $200,000 of their own 
money to question election results. Wrzesnewskyj did, and, to his credit, 
exposed some very serious flaws. 

Depending upon whether the Conservatives decide to appeal and 
whether the Supreme Court of Canada upholds their appeal, voters in 
Etobicoke Centre will once again vote to decide who their representative 
will be. And for members of our community in Etobicoke Centre, the 
choice is very clear — Borys Wrzesnewskyj. 

To be fair, since his election Ted Opitz has made a good effort to keep 
in contact with our community and keep abreast of the issues that concern 
us. 

But, simply put, Opitz is no Wrzesnewskyj, who, during his previous 
three terms as MP for Etobicoke -Centre, proved to be the most pro-active 
MP of any party where Ukrainian issues were concerned. 

His accomplishments include: 

* Convincing the then-Liberal Government of Canada to send an 
unprecedented 500 election observers (in addition to the 500 that came 
from the community itself) as election observers during the Orange 
Revolution of 2004. 

- An internment redress agreement, which provided $12.5 million 
solely for the Ukrainian Canadian community. He worked very diligently 
on getting this in place. Unfortunately the Liberal government fell 
before it could be implemented, but the fact that this agreement had been 
reached contributed considerably to the signing of the new one with the 
Conservative government. 

* His behind-the-scenes in support of Private Member’s Bills put forward 
by Conservative MPs. The first case was Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette 
MP Inky Mark’s Bill C-331, “The Internment of Persons of Ukrainian 
Origin Recognition Act”, which was passed by the House of Commons 
on Noy. 23 — the last day before the Liberal government fell — and by 
the Senate two days later. Several Liberals had been reluctant to give 
unanimous consent to a Conservative MP’s bill. But Borys convinced 
them otherwise, thus ensuring its passage. 

¢ Then again in June, 2008, Borys prevailed upon the government to 
fast-track Selkirk-Interlake Conservative MP James Bezan’s Bill C-459, 
“An Act to establish a Ukrainian Famine and Genocide (‘Holodomor’) 
Memorial Day and to recognize the Ukrainian Famine in 1932-22 as 
an act of genocide”, though parliament. This again required unanimous 
consent. At that point in time, the government was prepared to let the 
bill go into the committee stage, which meant it would not have come 
up for third and final reading until the next fall. Since an election call 
came before parliament resumed sitting, that bill would have been lost — 
period. Both Wrzesnewskyj and Bezan lobbied intensely for this act to be 

fast-tracked. Therefore it is through their joint efforts that it was and that 
Canada now has officially recognized the Holodomor as genocide. 

This time around there is no Michael Ignatieff bogeyman that the Tories, 
and a select few of their allies in our community, can use to confuse the 
voters. Neither will this have any effect on who forms the government. 
This will strictly be a campaign to decide who will best represent the 
residents of Etobicoke-Centre and the Ukrainian community at large, both 
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The inevitability of regime 
fraud in Ukraine’s elections 


By Alexander Motyl 

At a recent meeting with David Kramer, the 
Executive Director of Freedom House, President Viktor 
Yanukovych “underlined” that the parliamentary 
elections scheduled for October 2012 “will take place 
honestly and openly.” 

Don’t believe him for a millisecond. It’s not just 
that Yanukovych has a decidedly casual relationship 
with the truth. It’s that he and his Party of Regions 
know three things that all Ukrainians also know: that 
absolutely everything depends on their winning the 
elections, that they will never win in fair and free 
elections, and that the only way they can square that 
particular circle is by cheating. 

The elections matter for two reasons. First, the fewer 
Regionnaires become deputies, the more Regionnaires 
will be open to prosecution for corruption, malfeasance, 
theft, and thuggery. Everyone in Ukraine knows that 
a seat in Parliament is the only real guarantee of 
immunity for crimes committed inside and outside 
that august institution. So it’s small wonder that the 
going rate for a slot is up to a million dollars. What 
looks like a lot of money to you and me is peanuts 
for the crooks that occupy the Ukrainian Parliament’s 
empty seats. Now, most Ukrainian parliamentarians 
have been known to line their pockets for years, but 
Regionnaire avarice takes the cake, both because they 
run the entire country and have nothing to fear from 
anybody, and because the greed of provincial politicos 
who finally make it to the big city probably exceeds 
that of non-provincial politicos with some sense of 
decorum. 

Second, Yanukovych’s chances of getting re-elected 
as president depend directly on continued Regionnaire 
control of Parliament. Here’s why. A recent public 
opinion survey by the Rating Sociological Group 
shows him losing in hypothetical run-offs against every 
respectable democratic politician: 30 percent to 36.6 
percent against the imprisoned Yulia Tymoshenko, 
29 percent to 38.1 percent against Front of Change 
leader Arsenii Yasteniuk, and 28.1 percent to 36.6 
percent against boxer-turned-politician and head 
of the Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform, 
Vitaly Klitschko. Yanukovych manages to beat only 
his extremist alter ego: the head of the Svoboda party, 
Oleh Tyahnybok, by 31.2 percent to 24.4 percent. 
Now that most Ukrainians realize that Yanukovych 
is little different from the Regionnaires that misrule 
Ukraine, his chances of reversing these trends by the 
time of the next presidential elections in 2015 are nil. 

Worse, the scandals keep on coming. The latest two 
nails in his political coffin are stories about the floating 
palace Yanukovych uses to entertain guests while at 
his sultan’s estate outside Kyiv and his preposterously 
over-decorated hunting lodge. The floating palace 
cost 75 million hryvnia (about $9 million), is decked 
out with elaborate chandeliers and marble floors, and 
belongs to a shady firm, Tantalit, affiliated with — 
guess who? — Yanukovych’s two crony sons, Viktor 
and Oleksandr. The lodge also appears to have some 
connection to Tantalit. You can be pretty sure that the 
president’s coalminer constituency from the Donbas 
will never be allowed to set their dusty feet in either 
place. 

So what’s a hopelessly underperforming leader 
who prefers expensive kitsch to simple justice to do? 
Dictatorship is appealing, but it’1l never work in a 
big country whose people hate you so passionately. 
That leaves shenanigans, and the primary form of 
manoeuvring back into office is to have Parliament 


Commentary 


Expect Yanukovych’s cronies 
to resort to targeted violence 
and intimidation and develop 
contingency plans. 


change the constitution and assume responsibility 
for electing the prez. But you see the problem. If the 
opposition controls Parliament after October 2012, 
Yanukovych will have to face the voters in 2015 on 
his own merits, and it’s pretty clear that Ukraine’s 
next leader will then be President Anybody But 
Yanukovych. 

Which brings us back to the parliamentary elections 
of October 2012. Since the Regionnaires are as 
unpopular as Yanukovych, their chances of winning a 
majority — and, especially, a constitutional majority 
of 300 of 450 seats — are zip if they play fair and 
square. Of course, fair play is antithetical to the 
Regionnaire mind-set, so expect anything but in 
the run-up and during the ballot. They’ve already 
begun gerrymandering districts, placing their people 
in charge of election commissions, buying off the 
opposition, and setting up dummy candidates and 
dummy parties. The latest Regionnaire gimmick was 
to get the Constitutional Court to limit the voting 
rights of Ukrainians living abroad. Since there are 
some five to six million such adult Ukrainians, many 
of whom have adopted Western values, the ruling 
is a transparent attempt to lower the democratic 
opposition’s vote total. But fraud is unlikely to work. 
After all, even if, as Chicago Mayor “Big Bill” 
Thompson famously said, you vote early and often, 
no one will believe that a party with 16 percent voter 
support could possibly win an election. Heck, you can 
falsify 5 to 10 percent of the vote with impunity, but 
can you get away with 30 to 40 percent? No way. 

Worse, the world will be watching these elections 
very carefully. The Europeans will want to know 
whether Yanukovych’s supposed desire to join 
Europe will be reflected in actual procedures. Russian 
democrats will want to know whether Yanukovych 
will try to emulate Vladimir Putin. The Americans 
will expect fair and free elections as a sign of the 
Yanukovych regime’s willingness to atone for its 
imprisonment of democratic politicians. 

Ukraine’s president and ruling party are caught 
between a rock and a hard place. If they don’t cheat, 
they lose. If they do cheat, they also lose. Given 
such unenviable prospects for Regionnaire rule, 
expect Yanukovych’s cronies to resort to targeted 
violence and intimidation and develop contingency 
plans. Don’t be surprised if, like Yulia Tymoshenko, 
more democratic politicians get beaten up. Don’t be 
surprised if, as in Dnipropetrovsk, more bombs go off. 
And don’t be surprised if the Regionnaires intensify 
their theft of anything that’s not screwed to the floor, 
smuggle sacks full of dollars to the West, and go on 
areal estate shopping spree in London, Paris, Vienna, 
and the Riviera. 

Most of all, don’t be surprised if the Regionnaires 
cheat for all they’re worth. And, after all they've 
purloined these last two years, they’re worth trillions. 


Whom does Luciuk represent? 


Re: “UCCLA campaign targets human rights 
museum” Ukrainian News, April 12-25, 2012 

If this article in The Winnipeg Sun is correct that the 
above-mentioned Ukrainian Canadian Civil Rights 
Association 775 not a member group of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress”, whom then (other than himself) 
does Lubomyr Luciuk, ‘the UCCLA’S director of 
research’, represent with his *’ postcard-style mailout” 
opposed to federal funding for the Canadian Museum 


in Toronto and across Canada. And that person is Borys Wrzesnewskyj. | 0 Human Rights in Winnipeg? 


Letter to the Editor 


And why is the UCCLA stylized as a Ukrainian 
Canadian “organization”. 
[fit is indeed such, to whom is it responsible? 
Manoly R. Lupul 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Alberta 
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Canada’s Когеїсп АНаїг5 Committee holds hearingsin Ukraine 


Cont. from P. 1 
ation; Dave Van Kesteren, M.P., Chatham- 


Kent-Essex; Nina Grewal, M.P., Fleetwood- 
Port Kells; Linda Duncan, M.P., Edmonton- 
Strathcona; Alexandrine Latendresse, M.P., 
Louis St-Laurent and Ralph Goodale, M.P., 
Wascana 

Also attending the meetings were repre- 
sentatives of the organized Ukrainian Can- 
adian community including, Taras Zalusky, 
Executive Director, Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Bohdan Onyschuk, President, 
Canada Ukraine Foundation, Borys Potapen- 
ko, Executive Director, League of Ukrainian 
Canadians. 

The delegation heard a consistent message 
in Kyiv, in Eastern and in Western Ukraine 
about the importance of this fall’s Parlia- 
mentary elections and the importance of a 
strong international election observer pres- 
ence and of the importance of Canada sup- 
porting Ukraine’s fledgling democracy and 
civil society groups in the face of increas- 
ingly authoritarian trends. 

The visit began on May 14 with a session 
involving presentations by representatives 
and family members and attorneys of Yulia 
Tymoshenko, Yuri Lutsenko and Valeriy 
Ivashchenko. Eugenia Tymoshenko, daugh- 
ter of the former Prime Minister, Iryna Lut- 
senko, wife of the former Interior Minister, 
and Valentyna Ivashchenko, wife of the for- 
mer acting Defence Minister, discussed the 
circumstances surrounding the arrest, deten- 
tion before and during trial, sentencing, and 
incarceration of their loved ones. They also 
expressed their concerns over the current cir- 
cumstance and conditions of incarceration. 
In this regard, three key issues were raised: 
immediate medical attention, unconditional 
release from prison, and exoneration of all 
charges on which their convictions were 


" based. 


Presentations by representatives of 
Ukrainian government entities involved in 
these cases followed. Representatives of the 
Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, of- 
fice of the Human Rights Ombudsperson at 
the Verkhovna Rada, the State Penitentiary 
Service of Ukraine, and the Ministry of Jus- 
tice of Ukraine. Without providing opening 
statements, the session moved directly to 
questions from and discussion surrounding 
the cases of the incarcerated former govern- 
ment officials. The Ukrainian representa- 
tives indicated that they were interested in 
the opinions and questions of the Canadian 
officials and that they would relay them to 
relevant officials. They also indicated that 
written responses would be provided to out- 
standing questions. 

Following the morning sessions, the Can- 
adian delegation held a working lunch with 
the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee in the Verkhovna Rada, Oleh Bilorus. 
The wide ranging discussion focused on 
issues ranging from Ukraine’s geo-strategic 
importance, including Russia’s intentions to 
impose its will on Ukraine, to the develop- 
ment of civil society and the fall elections to 
the Verkhovna Rada. 

The afternoon sessions dealt with issues 
on the economy, business and investment 
climate. In addition to the three representa- 
tives of the Ukrainian Canadian community 
attending, the Ukrainian Canadian Chamber 
of Commerce (CUCC) participated in the 
session with presentations by Emma Turos, 
Executive Director of the CUCC office in 
Kyiv and Danylo Bilak, CUCC board mem- 
ber and resident partner of Cameron Mc- 
Kenna LLP law firm. Other speakers includ- 
ed were representatives from the European 

Business Association, American Chamber 
of Commerce in Ukraine, European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development, and 
Viterra Ukraine. The discussion focused on 
investment climate, corruption, rule of law, 
property rights and related issues. It was 
stressed that foreign investment, especially 
as this pertains to small and medium size 


enterprises, requires investors to have long 
term goals and support from their govern- 
ments, embassies, and from committed Di- 
aspora organizations especially chambers 
of commerce and professional and business 
groups. 

The final session included a meeting with 
representatives of the State Agency for In- 
vestment and National projects of Ukraine, 
and Institute for Economic Research and 
Political Consultations. The frank and can- 
did discussion of the economy, business and 
investment climate centred on tax and regu- 
latory issues, corruption and factors influ- 
encing foreign investor risk/benefit calcula- 
tions. 

The committee also heard from the com- 
mittee in support of democracy in Ukraine, 
which was represented by former Ukrainian 
Ambassador to Canada, Yuri Scherbak and 
Dmytro Pavlychko. Scherbak and Pavlychko 
stated that the Ukrainian government is vio- 
lating the Constitution of Ukraine, and that 
support from Canada is critical to Ukraine 
maintaining a democratic course. 

The Embassy of Canada in Ukraine held 
a formal reception marking the 20th an- 
niversary of Canada-Ukraine bilateral re- 
lations which was addressed by Dechert, 
Troy Lulashnyk Canadian Ambassador to 
Ukraine, and Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Ukraine Pavel Klymkin. 

The May 15 meetings began Бу hear- 
ing from opposition party representatives, 
including: Anatoliy Hrytsenko, Leader of 
the Hromadyanska Pozytsia party; Oleh 
Tyahnybok, Leader of Svoboda party; Ser- 
hiy Sas, of the ByuT faction; Andrei Pyshnyi 
from Front Zmin; and Rostyslav Pavlenko, 
Representative from UDAR party. 

The political representatives spoke about 
the importance of the Ukrainian Diaspora, 
and indicated that many feel that Ukraine 
is being sold out to the “Donetsk oligarch 
clan”, and some expressed fear about the re- 
gime selling out Ukraine to Russia and the 
danger of Russki Mir and changes to the 
Ukrainian education system. They believe 
that international election observers are cru- 
cial to discourage falsifications. They noted 
the strategic union of opposition forces for 
the fall’s parliamentary elections to the Verk- 
hovna Rada. The representative of UDAR 
stated that “besides being corrupt and unjust, 
the government is also inefficient.” 

This session was followed by a session on 
media freedom where the committee was in- 
formed that not all Ukrainian citizens have 
access to free media. They further indicated 
that the independent media in Ukraine that 
exists is limited in its reach to readers and 
viewers, as most major sources are con- 
trolled by oligarchs. 

It was noted, for example that the Presi- 
dential administration office has an advisor 
to the Inter TV network. It was further noted 
that the independent media is small, yet that 
under the previous regime their investigative 
reports would be aired on mainstream media 
news and talk shows, and this is no longer 
the case. 

The afternoon session included representa- 
tives of the Central Electoral Commission 
(CEC), the International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES), the Committee of 
Voters of Ukraine (CVU) and Opora. 

The committee was informed that IFES 
is providing technical support to the CEC. 
The CEC reported that Canada is supporting 
capacity building support to the CEC. It was 
noted that there are several unresolved issues 
surrounding election commissions, single 
member district boundaries, the need to train 
and coordinate observer groups. 

Dennis Druzhenko, the representative 
from IFES noted that the electoral law was 
prepared without proper civil society consul- 
tation, and indicated that a number of loop- 
holes and shortcomings in the law on issues 
such as electoral districts, formation of elec- 
toral commissions, preparation/training to 


electoral commissions, voter registration -- 
different registration, need to be addressed. 

There are specific problematic issues 
which need to be addressed. For example, 
27 districts were formed with wrong bound- 
aries; communities were divided up, 7 dis- 
tricts are in 2 different districts and do not 
have borders with another region, there are 
non-contiguous ridings, and it was alleged 
that 19 districts were made to favour a polit- 
ical party. 

In addition, there are two recent court rul- 
ings which will impact upon the vote. The 
first one places restrictions on Ukrainian 
citizens voting outside of Ukraine by disen- 
franchising them in single member districts. 
The second ruling states that a candidate 
cannot be on both a party list and compete in 
single candidate riding. 

It was indicated by CVU representative 
Olha Ajvazovska and CVU representative 
that vote-buying will be major problem, as 
will the use of Administrative resources by 
party in power. 

CVU representative Oleksandr Chernenko 
stated that the biggest problems will be in 
single candidate ridings with top concerns 
including gerrymandering; the criteria for 
districts within a region (oblast); and the 
absence of a review mechanism of electoral 
boundaries. 

All witnesses were unanimous in stating 
that given the political situation, as many 
STOs as possible are important, but noted 
that the fairness of the election cannot be 
judged only by conduct on voting day. 

The committee also heard from former 
CEC chairman Yaroslav Davydovych who 
stated that the new electoral law is pro-gov- 
ernment and anti-democratic. 

The committee continued its hearings on 
May 16 in Kharkiv, where they heard from 
media, human rights and civil society repre- 
sentatives, as well as from members of the 
city and oblast administrations. 

Yevhen Zakharov, the head of the Kharkiv 
Human Rights Protection group appeared 
before the Canadian М.Р.5, along with Olga 
Miroshnyk, from the Foundation for Local 
Democracy, Angelina Soldatenko of the In- 
stitute for Regional Press and Information. 
They were joined by Oleh Yukht of the in- 
dependent ATN channel. 

Zakharov stated that there are several lev- 
els of problems endemic to the current situa- 
tion including the intimidation of judges; the 
erosion of human rights, income inequality 
and reduced social cohesion. He stopped 
short of calling the government authoritar- 
ian, even though he cited a number of ex- 
amples of pressure being placed on civil so- 
ciety groups by the government, and intimi- 
dation of media and human rights groups. 
The witnesses agreed that there is a need to 
help build capacity of Ukrainian civil society 
groups and urged a public campaign for free 
elections. 

This was followed by a working lunch ses- 
sion with the mayor of Kharkiv, Gennadiy 
Kernes and representatives of the Kharkiv 
Oblast administration which focused on both 
democratic concerns of the Canadian delega- 
tion as well as the economic prospects in the 
Kharkiv region. 

That same afternoon, the delegation went 
to the hospital where Tymoshenko was be- 
ing held. Although the committee’s request 
to meet with Tymoshenko was denied by 
authorities, the Parliamentary Secretary to 
Canada’s Foreign Minister made a state- 
ment to the assembled media at the gates to 
the hospital. The committee also visited the 
penal colony in Kharkiv where Tymoshenko 
is being incarcerated. 

On May 17, the committee continued its 
hearings in Lviv, and met with local gov- 
ernment representatives to discuss regional 
economic development. This was followed 
by a formal meeting with the mayor of Lviv 
Andriy Sadoviy, as well as representatives 
of the Oblast administration and city coun- 


cil, as well as Canada’s Hon. Consul in Lviv, 
Oksana Wynnyckyj. 

The afternoon’s session began with a meet- 
ing which included representatives from 
Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU), the 
Museum “Prison on Lonsky”, and Express 
newspaper. The first speaker was the Dir- 
ector of the Museum “Prison on Lonsky”, 
Ruslan Zabiliy. Zabiliy spoke about the ef- 
forts of the security service of Ukraine to 
question, hold and intimidate him and em- 
ployees of the museum, as well as efforts to 
suppress exposing historical documents re- 
garding Ukraine’s occupation by Soviet and 
Nazi regimes. When asked where Ukrain- 
іап5 can turn when faced with intimidation 
by authorities, Zabiliy stated that there has 
been a big change over the past decade and 
people can defend their opinions and rights 
by making the attempts to harass and intimi- 
date publicly known. 

The other witnesses were Fr. Borys Gudz- 

iak and Professor Yaroslav Hrytsak from 
UCU. Prof. Hrytsak indicated that Ukrainian 
society s deeply divided, though not on all 
issues. Examples of where Ukrainians have 
been able to coalesce around common cause 
included the so-called “Tax-Maidan”, teach- 
ers maidan and Chornoby! pensioners. The 
witnesses pointed to the Ist of December 
group as an initiative that represents bring- 
ing together groups with similar values. It 
was also pointed out that being a post-geno- 
cidal society, fear remains a major factor as 
the territory of modern Ukraine has seen 
15-20 million killed in the 20th century by 
Soviet and Nazi regimes. 
Fr. Gudziak suggested that Canada should 
support a mix of activities in Ukraine in- 
cluding both economic and civil society de- 
velopment. Corruption was also brought up 
as a major problem. Ukraine is increasingly 
a rich country with very poor people and is 
missing a strong middle class. Fr. Gudziak 
indicated that it will be important for Canada 
and other countries to focus support on those 
who maintain a principled position. 

Thor Pochynok, of Express stated that due 
to a lack of appreciation for individualism in 
society, people are apathetic to corruption, 
and corruption is tolerated because it “solves 
problems.” 

The afternoon session concluded by hear- 
ing from regional representatives from pol- 
itical parties. The parties who attended were 
Batkivshchyna, Svoboda, Front Zmin and 
the Republican Christian Party. Though in- 
vited, the Party of Regions did not attend. 

Roman Ilyk from BYuT acknowledged the 
uneven playing field in terms of media ac- 
cess for government and opposition faction 
lawmakers. Stepan Kubiv from Front Zmin 
indicated the need to have a values based 
campaign that informed the electorate and 
motivates voters to support change. 

Iryna Farion from Svoboda noted that Can- 
adians have contributed to building Ukraine, 
and pointed to the need to re-establish in- 
dependence. Bohdan Pankevych from the 
Republican Christian Party stressed the need 
for Ukraine to develop “real civil society” 
with people active in their workplace and 
community. 

The hearings were concluded with a press 
conference for local media and a media call 
back for North American journalists. 

May 18 the MPs travelled to Sambir to 
visit a mass grave where thousands of Jews 
were killed by the Nazis. They paid their 
respects and met with Mark Freiman and 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj who are working with 
a team of Canadian archeologists to map an 
ancient Jewish cemetery as well as establish 
with precision the mass graves to allow me- 
morialization of those who perished at the 
hands of the Nazis. The archeologists will 
also explore whether Ukrainian insurgents 
were also murdered and buried on the site. 

The project was made possible because of 
the hard work done by both Ukrainian and 
Jewish communities in Canada. 


The League of Ukrainian Canadians - Edmonton Branch, 
invites the community to join us for the book launch of 
The Holy See and the Holodomor. Along with Dr. Luciuk, 
present at the Book launch will be His Beatitude Patriarch 
Sviatoslav and His Excellency Bishop David. 


so WA 


The Pea 


Ukrainian Youth unity Complex 


у psf 


967 157 15 3 5 Пуепие Edmonton 
Wednesday, June 6, 2012, Тр рт. 


st ig sh 


Contact t telephone - Taras‘a te 780. 479 3114 
Bo -а і st 


red by the League of Ukrainian Canadians - Edmouton 
ре ofthe Ukrainion Cat “oye Church arvd the 


МУ ly ond the Ca vada Council fort pe Arts is rata li р 3 
77 НАМ трів Те 


Copies of "The Holy Pl and the Holodomor’ will be on sale at the event tfor р copy 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, May 24 - June 5, 24 травня - 5 червня, 2012 


Volya energetically 
welcomes spring 


By Cheryl Balay 

Hundreds of people came together at the 
Polish Hall on May 12 to celebrate with 
Volya at its fifth annual Spring Awakening 
Gala. The vibe was energetic and festive 
from the moment you arrived in the build- 
ing — although the construction by the City 
of Edmonton on the newest leg of the LRT 
(light rail transit) has certainly impacted on 
the venue itself, taking over the front yard as 
it brushes past the doorstep of the hall. Once 
inside, the people were fashionably dressed, 
and an array of Volya volunteers was ready to 
serve you in all manners of fundraising pur- 
suits. Event tickets were only $50 and came 
with reserved seating plans. There was araffle 
for “best table of the house” where the lucky 
winners were re-located to a head table front 
and centre, with the best view in the house 
for the floor show. In addition to the cash bar, 
there was a signature martini bar, complete 
with the option of a take-home Volya glass 
and the opportunity to participate in several 
draws for liquid refreshments. Overlooking 
the dance floor there was a separate gallery 
displaying over 60 items donated for the 
Silent Auction, where you could find some- 
thing for everyone, from artwork and linens 
to theatre tickets and coolers of beer. 

Carla Turner, a local television personality, 
was the guest emcee. She tried her best to 
quiet the talkative crowd, but this friendly 
group had too much visiting to do and only 
truly settled for the show itself. The dinner 
was served family style, with as much food 
as anyone wanted. 

Special mention must be made of the 
honour bestowed by Volya on Benjamin 
Wisniewski as this year’s well-deserving re- 
cipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
We heard some colourful stories of some of 
his antics over the years, but more than that, 
recognition of his exemplary commitment 
and incredible dedication to the continuing 
success of the group. 


The floor show featured three dances by 
Volya interspersed with two dances by guest 
French Canadian dance troupe Zephyr. The 
pagan Spring Awakening dance was both 
mesmerizing and refreshing, and a great 
choice to be featured on the marketing post- 
er. The lighter playful dance “Hospodynya” 
was delightful (and the insider scoop says the 
lead dancer, Olesia Markevych, performed 
on a broken toe — but this wasn’t apparent 
at all to the average audience member). The 
closing Hopak deserved a standing ovation 
for which Artistic Director Zhenia Bahri and 
the hard work of all the dancers should be 
commended. 

It was indeed a dance crowd, including 
many audience members from various other 
ensembles, which shows a supportive Ed- 
monton community. It shouldn’t have been 
such a surprise to see, then, how appreciative 
they were of the skill, stamina and precision 
that the Zephyr troupe displayed with their 
rhythmically complicated and innovative 
clogging steps. What a pleasant tie to the 
French community as Volya revealed its up- 
coming plans to tour in France. 

When the guests got their turn on the 
dance floor it was to the tunes provided 
again this year by the live Ukrainian Dance 
Band Zhyto, from Calgary. There were a few 
glitches with the sound system, but once 
that was straightened out no one could stop 
the party. The highlight was the fantastic 
kolomeyka, welcoming all ages to partici- 
pate, and displaying an impressive variety 
of breathtaking solos, with the males steal- 
ing the show with flashy acrobatic moves in- 
cluding a daring moving three tier pyramid. 

We left feeling like part of the Volya 
family, whether it was the first time ever at 
any Ukrainian event (as one couple was at 
my table) or a staunch supporter of the group 
since its inception. Thanks for the great hos- 
pitality and wonderful show, Volya! Happy 
spring! 


AUDITIONS 


Sunday, June 10, 2012 


Be a part of this exciting ensemble! 
Dancers over the age of 16 are invited to audition. 


Dance Alberta Studios 

11205 - 107 Avenue 
Doors 2:30 pm 
Audition 3:00 pm 


PO Box 52151 « Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2T5 


www.volya.org | 


info@volya.org | 


780.554.7254 
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BC festival draws over 280 performers 


By Gord Yakimow 

They came, as they do most 
years, on the first Saturday in 
May. They came from the interior, 
from the lower mainland, from the 
north. They came from the Island. 
They even came up from Seattle in 
Washington State. Over 280 per- 
formers in all. 

Dressed in a wide variety of 
colourful costumes, they  рег- 
formed dances from all the exotic 
regions of Ukraine: Zakarpattia, 
Bukovyna, Hutsul’shchyna, Pol- 
tava, Podillia, Polissia, Volyn. 

Dolyna of Kelowna sent nine per- 
formers. Pokotillo (Ukrainian for 
“tumbleweed”) of Kamloops sent 
14. Zirka of Vernon had 23 in its 
contingent. Sixteen from Yevshan 
of Abbotsford traveled 12 km, 
crossing the mighty Fraser River 
in order to participate. Thirteen 
traveled over 700 km from Prince 
George, their Yalenka Dancers 
driving a full day and having to 
wind their way through the treach- 


erous Hell’s Gate Canyon in order Ff 


to get to the Festival. Thirty-three 
from Veselka of Victoria came by 
ferry over the Salish Sea, and went 
home happy, taking seven trophies 
back to the province’s capital, 
claiming the largest booty of the 
11 troupes which participated this 
year. And claiming as well a spe- 
cial invitation to participate in the 
2012 Pysanka Ukrainian Dance 
Festival in Vegreville. 

Kvitka of Surrey sent the largest 
contingent, 53 in all, and wowed 
the hundreds in the packed theatre 
with the precision of their “Poltay- 
sky Kozachok,” the elegant beauty 
of their delicately choreographed 
“Lyrical Dance,” and the hilarity 
of a character dance where several 
out-to-teach-them-a-lesson "Ба- 
bas” (grandmothers) torment two 
hapless “didos” (grandfathers). 

The 34 members of Barvinok 
from Seattle provided an inter- 
national element to the Festival. 

But it was the 35 dancers from the 
Association of United Ukrainian 
Canadians (AUUC) of Vancouver 
which took home the most coveted 
trophy of all, the Andreas Founders 
Hopak Trophy, outscoring Dolyna 
of the Comox Valley and Yalenka 
of Prince George. The “hopak” is 
the national dance of Ukraine. 

As the dancers were performing 
in the main theatre, guests were 
entertained throughout the Festival 
venue by award-winning fiddler 
Mike Sanyshyn, by bandurist Rita 
Yawney (the multi-stringed “ban- 
dura” is Ukraine’s most widely- 
recognized musical instrument), 
and by the four-member Ukrainian 
Prairie Band. Ukrainian food was 
served through much of the day. 
Venders had for sale a wide variety 
of Ukrainian artwork. A panoramic 
display featuring “120 Years of 
Ukrainians in Canada,” on loan 
from the University of Alberta, was 
well-received. 

The Festival’s adjudicator was 
Douglas Rachinski of Edmonton. 
Rachinski has an impressive his- 
tory of involvement with Ukrainian 
dance, having performed with Shu- 
mka, Canada’s premiere Ukrain- 
ian dance troupe; having studied at 
Ukraine’s top dance school, Virsky 
of Kyiv; and having been an instruct- 
or with a number of dance troupes. 

The 17th annual Festival opened 
impressively with an RCMP offi- 
cer in his ceremonial scarlet serge 
standing next to Mayor Ted Adlem 
of Mission, the host community, as 

the mayor welcomed the partici- 
pants and officially declared May 


is also the publisher of Solovei Magazine. 


ALL PHOTOS — GORD УАКІМОМУ 
Myrna Arychuk of Solaway Travel offers group tours to Ukraine. Arychuk 


5th “Ukrainian Cultural Festival 
Day.” Ten hours and eighty-one 
performances later, It ended equal- 
ly as impressively, with trophies 
handed out and brief words of 
farewell from the president of the 
Festival’s Organizing Committee, 
Nathan Nychyporuk, and from the 
Festival’s founding chairperson, 


Cultural Tours 
to Ukraine 


2012 TOURS NOW AVAILABLE: 
Easter Traditions 
Fall Fantasy 
Ukrainian Dance Tour 
Christmas in the Carpathians | 


Experience the majestic 
beauty of Ukraine froma 
unique folklore perspective. | 


For more info or to book your tour, visit 
www .cobblestonefreeway.ca 
or cali 780.436.7482 


COBBLESTONE 


EWAY. 


FRE 


Culture & Adventure Tours 


Gladys Andreas. 

Next year’s (18th) Festival is 
scheduled for April 27, 2013, at 
the Clarke Foundation Theatre in 
Mission, British Columbia. In- 
formation is available at the BC 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival Soci- 
ety (BCUCFS) website. The e-mail 
address 15 beucfs@gmail.com. 


BE A CAMPER! 


Above: Adjudicator Douglas Rachinski offers tips to young performers; 
Below; Gladys Andreas (1), the founding chairperson of the annual BC 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival, with Pat Sembaliuk at the “Art by Larisa” 
booth. 


Tel: (780) 439-2320 
Fax: (780) 439-0989 
www.stjohnsinstitute.com 


ВЕ А COUNS EEO 


Rent Bar-V-Nok Resort for your family and group functions! 
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Виконавці "Концерту юних талантів української музики" 


чи 


Концерт української музики юних талантів 


Марія Дитиняк- член УМТА 

В неділю, 6-го травня 2012 р. в концертовій залі Мут- 
тарт Гол Альберта Коледж відбувся 8-ий концерт укра- 
їнської музики, організований Українським Музичним 
Товариством Альберти. Ця імпреза є продумана, щоби 
наші діти і молодь, які вивчають музику, мали нагоду 
запізнатися з творами українцьких композиторів; тому 
підчас концерту лунає виключно українська музика або 
музика яка включає українську тематику. 

Імпрезу відкрила коротким словом і привітом голова то- 
вариства Люба Бойко-Белл, яка була теж ведучою про- 
грами. 

В залі пролунала музика різних жанрів і стилів, твор- 
чість слідуючих композиторів - А. Кос-Анатольського, 
М. Кравців-Барабаш, Б. Безкоровайного, I. Берковича, 
Д. Бортнянського, М. Вериківського, А. Гнатишина, А. 
Гедіцкого, I. Дорфмана, Б. Дутчака, Б. Заревича, I. Коло- 
мійця, В. Косенка, М. Лисенка, М. Любарського, Н. Май, 
В. Матюка, О. Омельського, М. Руднєва, Р. Савицького, 
І. Соневицького, А. Стоянева, Я. Степового, О. Тарнав- 
ської, Ю. Щуровського, О. Яківчука. 

Як звичайно, серед виконавців найбільше було моло- 
дих піаністів, віком від початкуючих до 10 літ навчан- 
ня - Іванка Бардай, Аніка Бачинскі, Кирія Бачинеокі, Лія 
Войцік, Алан Ган, Наталя Ганас, Роман Гладишевський, 
Вікторія Гринів, Діяна Гринів, Максим Єліяшевський, 


Ярема Єліяшевський, Катерина Зінк, Дмитро Жовтуля, 
Анна Жовтуля, Данило Кічма, Анна Лепкі, Теодор Леп- 
кі, Павло Левко, Марія Овчаренко, Стефан Подільський, 
Лукіян Подільський, Вікторія Попович, Любомир Со- 
рока, Анастазія Сухеван, Павло Цісар, Роксоляна Цісар, 
Софія Тереховська. Фортепіанні сольові виступи були 
переплетані виконанням на інших інструментах. 

Маленька 7 річна Анастазія Ватсон проспівала обжин- 
кову пісеньку і рівночасно приграваючи на фортепіано; 
на скрипці заграла нам два твори молоденька скрипачка 
Дарія Подільська; Мічел Палагнюк заграв на популяр- 
них в Альберті цимбалах; на бандурі грали сольо Мара 
Палагнюк 
i дуєт - Рашел i Наталя Гансен; Олесь Зміївський при- 
чарував нас своєю грою на акордеоні, виконавши дві 
контрастні пісні. Всі виконавці були добре підготовані, у 
вищих клясах цікаво було слухати добру інтерпретацію 1 
глибоке розуміння поодиноких творів. 

В програмі були групові виступи , а це- бандуристи 
"Молодці? при католицькій школі Фадер Кеннет Кирне, 
бандуристи "Смерічки" школи Делвуд паблик, дириген- 
том обох груп був др. А. Горняткевич. 
З піснями виступив дитячий драматичний гурток " Дже- 
рело? при Організації Українок Канади, провідниця 
Алла Семенко. і 

Закінчив програму струнний оркестр (17 членів) в 


якому грали різні інструменти- скрипки, чельо, гітари, 
виконавши шість різних творів. Цей оркестр є при като- 
лицькій школі Св. Мартина. Диригентом оркестри був 
Іван Федор. 

Варто згадати учителів, інструкторів, які зуміли заохо- 
тити своїх учнів до вивчення цікавої й гарної української 
музики, а це - Степан Цьвок, Карен Дацишин, Марія 
Дитиняк, Іван Федор, Анджела Ган, проф. Андрій Гор- 
няткевич, Інна Лузанець, Давид Мітчел, Дмитро Руснак, 
Алла Рехсон, Юліян Саварин, Грина Сех, Алла Семенко, 
Ірена Тарнавська, Соломія Цісар, Коді Віллетте, Мирос- 
лава Загарія. 

Гарно оформлена програмка концерту (Трина Тарнав- 

ська) поміщувала також 
цікаві інформації про кожного композитора якого твори 
виконували виконавці, ці інформації зібрали і впорядку- 
вали Галина Котович і Люба Белл. 
До успіху концерту причинилася т.з. «закулісна бригада" 
членів товариства [puna Шмігельська, Грина Тарнавська, 
Майкл Белл, у висліді чого концерт пройшов гладенько 
без непотрібних перерв. 

Голова товариства Люба Бойко-Белл роздала всім ви- 
конавцям відповідні грамоти, подякувала їм за гарну гру, 
всім присутнім за увагу і підтримку праці товариства і 
запросила всіх взяти участь в найбутньому концерті 
юних талантів. 


Встановлено пам'ятник священику УГКЦ, який рятував євреїв 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У містечку Перемишляни, що на Львівщині, урочи- 
сто освячено пам'ятник греко-католицькому свяще- 
нику, Блаженному Еміліяну (Омеляну) Ковчу, який за- 
гинув мученицькою смертю у концтаборі Майданек, 
куди потрапив за те, що в роки Другої світової війни 
рятував євреїв. Гроші на постамент зібрали люди різних 
віросповідань і національностей. 

«Будь благословенний» - ці слова промовляв у душі 
польський єврей Леопольд Кляйнман, дивлячись на по- 
стать отця Ковча у бронзі, яка здавалося ось-ось оживе, 
крокуючи босоніж із хрестом у руці до когось потре- 
буючого. Таким скромним і водночас духовно багатим 
запам'ятав Блаженного Леопольд Кляйнман, батько 

_AKOTO товаришував з отцем Ковчем у Перемишлянах. 
Між українською і єврейською родинами були теплі і 
приятельські стосунки. 

У роки німецької окупації у Перемишлянах Гестапо 
створило гетто для євреїв, обгородивши частину міста 
колючим дротом, куди кидали єврейське населення. Тоді 
у Перемишлянах мешкали п'ять тисяч людей, із них 3 
тисячі - євреї. Кляйнман чудом вижив, а от його батька 
зазнала інша доля, адже його розстріляли німці 5 листо- 
пада 1941 року на Перемишлянщині. «Отець 
Еміліян Ковч - це герой світу. Чим тільки міг він нам 
допомагав, приносив їжу до гетто, хліб, допомагав ду- 
ховно, вчив, як ми маємо терпіти... Це був великий ду- 
ховний талант, сердечна людина. Я музикант (Кляйнман, 
диригент Краківської філармонії - ред.) і буваю у всьому 
світі i у всьому світі розповідаю про цю велику людину. 

_ Ясерцем у Перемишлянах, де народився, звідки вийшли 
відомі люди, врятовані отцем», - розповів Кляйнман. 

Від 1925-го до 1934 років у домі отця Ковча відбулося 
40 поліційних обшуків і 20 разів священика арештову- 
вала польська поліція за його проповіді і науку, за прав- 
ду, яку він доносив до українців. Священик у 1919 році 

_ вступив в Українську галицьку армію (УГА), був польо- 
вим духівником, а з 1922 року і аж до смерті працював 
парохом у Перемишлянах. У містечку збудував церкву 

i народний дім, повернув людей до віри. Щодня разом 


із дружиною Марією-Анною годував бідних людей у 
своїй скромній маленькій хаті. А у самого були подерті 
черевики 1 старенька paca. У 1939 році від важкої хворо- 
би померла дружина отця і він залишився сам із трьома 
синами і трьома доньками, більшість із яких на той час 
були неповнолітні 1 без освіти. 

Отець Ковч започаткував у Перемишлянах Йордансь- 
ке водосвяття. Люди рубали лід, ставили хрест який 
прикрашали синьо-жовтими стрічками. Навіть під час 
більшовицької окупації у 1939-1941 роках, священик не 
відмовився від цієї традиції. 

Енкаведисти боялись арештувати отця, бо він мав велику 
повагу серед людей і вплив на вірних, Але перед приходом 
німецьких військ, у червні 1941 року за отцем таки при- 
йшли, та ще Й забрали двох його доньок. До скроні отця 
енкаведист приставив револьвер, священик ревно молив- 
ся і просив Бога врятувати доньок. Раптом у небі почувся 
гул німецьких літаків. Один із міліціонерів сказав отцю 
втікати, бо на нього чекають тортури. Священика перехо- 
вували люди, ніхто не видав його і доньок. 

Із приходом німецьких військ, люди кинулись на 
поліційну станицю НКВД, шукати своїх рідних. 
Більшість були замордовані і закопані у землю. Люди 
втішилися, що отець Ковч залишився живим, але він сам 
просив не надто радіти, а радше бути обережними, «бо 
на місце одного «добродія» приходить другий, тільки 
гудзики в мундирах змінилися». І священик мав рацію, 
бо невдовзі німці почали чинити своє зло. Отець Ковч 
врятував із вогню кілька десятків євреїв, серед них був 
і белзький равин. Донині невідомо, що саме священик 
сказав німецькому солдату, що той утік із місця підпалу. 

«Для отця Ковча не було різниці, якої віри чи 
національності була людина, він дбав про її духовність, 
хотів допомогти кожному. До отця звертались місцеві 
євреї i просили, щоб він їх охрестив», - пригадує 
корінний мешканець Перемишлян Іван Фуглевич, який 
добре пам'ятає свого пароха. 

Понад 600 євреїв, у храмі Святого Миколая у Пере- 
мишлянах, охрестив отець Ковч, знаючи, що за це 
оголошена смертна кара. «Цей крок недопоможе вам 


звільнитись від протижидівського німецького закону, 
цей акт має лише чисто релігійне значення», - говорив 
отець Еміліян охрещеним. и 

За кілька днів після цього у 1942 році Гестапо ареш- 
тувало отця Ковча і він перебував у тюрмі на Лонць- 
кого у Львові, де зазнав страшних катувань, але далі 
відправляв Служби Божі. Німецькі офіцери вимагали, 
щоб отець Ковч відмовився хрестити євреїв, але свяще- 
ник не відступив, хоча міг бути на волі. Про це постійно 
клопотав митрополит Андрей Шептицький. «Хто хоче 
хреститись, того й хреститиму», - відповідав на допи- 
тах. 

У серпні 1943 року отця Еміліяна Ковча німці вивез- 
ли у концентраційний табір до Майданека, що поблизу 
Любліна (Польща). Священик отримав No2399. У бараці 
перебували до 700 арештованих, переважно євреїв. 
Він далі виконував свої душпастирські обов'язки, а 
концтабір сприймав як Божий дар, називав другим 
місцем після неба 1 свідомо йшов на мученицьку смерть, 
допомагаючи духовно іншим. 

25 березня 1944 року отця Еміліяна спалили разом з 
іншими в'язнями концтабору. 

«Тут я бачу Бога - Бога, який однаковий для всіх нас, 
незалежно від наших релігійних відмінностей» - ці 
слова отця Еміліяна Ковча написані на меморіальній 
таблиці, встановленій у музеї в Майданеку у 2009 році. 

Чому людина одного віросповідання рятувала і допо- 


- магала людям іншого віросповідання, йдучи свідомо на 


смерть, ризикуючи життям своїх шістьох дітей? 

«На це був здатен лише отець Ковч. Це було у його 
крові. В його крові текла любов до всіх людей і в цьому 
була сила отця», - відповів Леопольд Кляйнман. 

У 1999 році отця Еміліяна Ковча визнано «Праведни- 
ком України», у 2001 році Папа Римський беатифікував 
отця Ковча. Блаженний вважається Покровителем усіх 
душпастирів УГКЦ. Бо це був правдивий священик, 
який усім своїм серцем служив Богові і був батьком для 
своїх парафіян, готовим у будь-яку мить віддати за них 
життя. В отця Ковча є чому повчитись сучасним духов- 
ним особам. 


Dance Unlimited - Best Character 
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Dance - Dochky Kovalya 


Cheremosh Festival 
attracts 325 entries 


By Brooke Miller and Gail Wacko 

There is nothing quite like a theatre full of young, 
energetic dancers filling every room with the passion 
and vibrancy of Ukrainian Dance. The 28th annual 
Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Festival took place at the 
Arden Theatre in St. Albert from May 10 to May 13. 
Throughout the weekend, there were over 325 dance 
entries from a total of 36 dance schools from Western 
Canada — truly a rich showcase of the depth, trad- 
ition, creativity, and passion for Ukrainian dance in 
our community! 

The Cheremosh Dance Festival has been hosted by 
the Ukrainian Cheremosh Society and organized by 
Cheremosh dancers since its inception; it has truly 
become a fixture of Ukrainian dance in Alberta. The 
2012 Cheremosh Dance Festival Committee was 
comprised of twelve dedicated, current Cheremosh 
dancers — with volunteer support from numerous 
dancers and parents within the Society. Brooke Mil- 
ler, completing her third year as Festival Coordinator, 
recalls, “The festival weekend has been my favorite 
time of year since I was a young girl and so many 
of my dance memories stem from the experiences І 
had as a participant. It is so much fun to see all of the 
young dancers at the Festival; it brings back so many 
fond memories! The Festival Committee and the en- 
tire Ukrainian Cheremosh Society extend sincere 
thanks to all dancers, parents, instructors, and donors 
for sharing your enthusiasm and passion for Ukrainian 
Dance with us!” 

This year’s Festival adjudicator was Yuriy Sholdra, 
the Artistic Director of the Tavria Ukrainian Folk 
Dance Ensemble in Regina. Sholdra, originally from 
Ukraine, danced with and was the Ballet Master of the 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble “Yunist” in Lviv, where 
he instructed folk, ballet, and character dance. He at- 
tended the National Institute of Choreography and Art 
in Lyiy, where he obtained a degree in choreography 
as well as training in the direction of dance ensembles. 

As adjudicator, Sholdra brought his insight and know- 
ledge of Ukrainian dance to the young dancers at this 
year’s Cheremosh Festival. Nearly 2,000 medals were 
distributed over the course of the four-day festival 
event. Awards were presented to the dances that re- 
ceived the highest scores in their categories, as well as 
to the most promising male and female dancers selected 
by the adjudicator. Over $3500 in scholarship money 
was distributed as recognition for these exceptional 
performances. Thanks and accolades to all participants 
— ranging in ages from four years to adult. Congratula- 
tions to seven-year-old Talia Chmilar and 16-year-old 


Jessie Balan who were awarded most promising female 
and male dancer, respectively. Congratulations also 
to the winners in the Regional, Open, and Character 
Group categories and Solo, Duet, and Adult categories 
— these dancers came from schools including Barvinok 
Ukrainian Dance Society, Cheremshyna, Chumak II, 
Dance Unlimited, Fairview Veselka Ukrainian Dancers, 
Kvitka Red Deer Ukrainian Dance Club, Malanka Dan- 
cers, Mysteria Dancers, Parkland Ukrainian Dancers, 
Sopilka School of Ukrainian Dance, St. Basil’s, Troy- 
anda Ukrainian Dance Club, Tryzub School of Ukrain- 
ian Dance, Vermilion Ukrainian Cultural Association, 
Yatran Dance Academy, as well as groups taught by 
private instructors. 

The Festival was thrilled to continue the fun of 
“Tantsi Tales” for a second year — an art station de- 
signed to encourage the dancers to share stories, spe- 
cial dance memories, and their leve of dance through a 
drawing, poem, quote, or analogy. Prizes were award- 
ed. A delicious kubie burger stand was available for 
attendees throughout the event — delicious food to 
enjoy between watching dance numbers! 

The Festival hosted a special gathering for instruct- 
ors on Friday evening at Chateau Louis Hotel in Ed- 
monton. Over 25 instructors and Cheremosh Society 
Board members enjoyed a social evening, in recogni- 
tion and celebration of the dance instructors who share 
their expertise and love of Ukrainian dance — inspir- 
ing their students, and ultimately audiences at large. 

Every year at the Festival, the dances/dancers that 
receive the highest scores in their categories receive a 
scholarship and are invited to perform at the Sunday 
afternoon “Show of Stars.” This two-hour perform- 
ance on Sunday, May 13 highlighted over thirty out- 
standing entries from the Festival plus a guest арреаг- 
ance by the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company. 
This dynamic and diverse event is always exhilarating 
and a fun, high calibre showcase of exceptional dance 
before Mother’s Day dinner! 

In the words of Rick Doblanko, President of Ukrain- 
ian Cheremosh Society, “It 15 our sincere wish ... past 
friendships will be renewed, new connections be de- 
livered, and a fabulous time had by all. Thank you to 
all dance schools for choosing to participate in our 
Festival and helping to preserve the art of Ukrainian 
dance.” 

For more information about this year’s Festival, 
or to inquire regarding Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 
Festival 2013, please contact the Festival Coordinator 
at festival@cheremosh.ca, or call the Cheremosh Stu- 
dio at 780.466.0089. 


Yanukovych rules out Tymoshenko treatment abroad 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych has ruled out the idea of jailed opposition leader 
Yulia Tymoshenko being released for treatment abroad 
ahead of next month’s Euro 2012 soccer champion- 
ships, which Ukraine and Poland are hosting. 

His remarks come as Germany has offered to pro- 
vide medical care to the ailing ex-premier and again 
hinted at a possible boycott by Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of matches played in Ukraine once the tourna- 
ment kicks off in co-host Poland on June 8. 


Yanukovych told Ukrainian television that the coun- 
try’s laws prevented Tymoshenko receiving treatment 
during her sentence. 

He added that pro-government deputies were firmly 
against the idea of changing those laws. 

The 51-year-old Tymoshenko was jailed for seven years 
in October on abuse of power charges that she claimed 
were a part of Yanukovych’s vendetta against her. 

A number of Western governments and the Euro- 
pean Union have criticized the legal proceedings. 
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UCC calls for long- 
term election observers 


(UCC National/UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
and the Canada Ukraine Foundation (CUF), which have successfully 
monitored several elections in Ukraine since 2004, are organizing an 
Election Observer Mission for the 2012 Parliamentary Elections, sched- 
uled for October 28, 2012. 

“Ukraine is at a historical crossroads and it is essential that this elec- 
tion meet the norms for democratic elections during Ukraine’s continued 
journey toward democracy. The voice and vote of the people of Ukraine 
in these elections are as critical, if not more so, as they were during the 
Orange Revolution,” stated the UCC in a news release. 

UCC-CUF is looking for highly-qualified individuals to serve as 
long-term election observers (LTOs) on the ground in Ukraine. These 
LTOs will be responsible for: i) monitoring the run-up to the elections in 
Ukraine to ensure that the election is being organized in a fair and trans- 
parent manner; ii) monitoring such things as voter’s lists and the voters’ 
register; пі) monitoring access of parties and candidates to mass media; 
їм) monitoring the formation of election commissions; and у) overseeing 
the formation of new electoral boundaries for the 225 districts, the regis- 
tration of single mandate district candidates, and the electoral campaign. 

The deadline to submit applications for LTO positions has been ex- 
tended to June 15, 2012. 

Availability and a commitment from July 1 to November 3 is desirable, 
but shorter time commitments from highly qualified individuals will also 
be considered. Election experience in Canada and/or Ukraine is an asset. 
Applicants must be Canadian citizens and have a good working know- 
ledge of Ukrainian and/or Russian. Financial arrangements will be dis- 
cussed and determined with the successful applicants. All direct expenses 
for LTOs will be covered. 

In order to apply, please fill out an online application, available at the 
CUF website, http://www.cufoundation.ca/or at http://observers.cufoun- 
dation.ca/ 

UCC-CUF will also be sending a large mission of short-term observer 
(STOs) to monitor the immediate timeframe around election day. In order 
to apply to be an STO please fill out an online application, at http://www. 
cufoundation.ca/ 
or at http://observers.cufoundation.ca/ 

Questions may be directed to the UCC office, Winnipeg, at 204-942- 
4627 or 1-866-942-4627, or by email to ukrelection2012@gmail.com. 


UCC-APC to host 
Hetman Awards 


(UCC-APC)—This autumn, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Al- 
berta Provincial Branch will once again host the 15th annual Hetman 
Awards on Sunday, October 14, to recognize the most outstanding con- 
tributions that volunteers have made for the betterment of the Ukrainian- 
Canadian community. 

The UCC in Alberta established the Hetman Awards in 1998 as a way 

‘of both recognizing and thanking the many volunteers in our commun- 

ity who have established organizations, created new projects impacting 
our cultural development and overall, made a difference by giving of 
their time, talents and ideas to ensure that our community was active and 
growing. At the same time, they, and our community, have contributed 
to the overall growth and development of the Province of Alberta where 
today our Ukrainian community is as much mainstream in its’ activities 
as is ethnic. 

Previous winners of the Hetman Awards include former Alberta Pre- 
mier Ed Stelmach and Marie Stelmach, Gene Zwozdesky, Marco Levyt- 
sky, Maria Dytyniak, George Yopyk, Roman Brytan, Nadia Cyncar, Ka- 
trina Baziuk, Andrew IInycky, Michael Hantzsch, Taras Uzwyshyn, Peter 
Dackiw, and many more. Since its’ inception, over 130 awards have been 
presented. 

The UCC-APC welcomes nominations from any organization or group 
of individuals in Alberta. We strongly encourage all organizations to take 
the time to recognize those individuals who have made a great personal 
commitment to ensure our community’s organizations remain active and 
vibrant. If you or someone you know has greatly impacted the Ukrainian 
community through tireless volunteer work, please take the time to fill 
out a nomination form available on our website at http://www.uccab.ca . 
The deadline for applications is June 25, 2012. 

All award recipients will be publicly honoured at the Annual Hetman 
Awards Gala which will be held at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Hall on 
October 14. Tickets for the event will be available in August. 

For further information, please contact the UCC APC office at 780-414- 
1624 or email at uccab@shaw.ca 


Crimean Tatars mark 
anniversary of deportation 


(RFE/RL)—Some 15,000 people gathered in Simferopol, capital of 
Ukraine’s Autonomous Republic of Crimea, to mark the 68th anniversary 
of the deportation of Crimean Tatars. 

Participants called on the Ukrainian authorities to recognize the depor- 
tation as genocide and to allow the creation of an autonomous Crimean- 
Tatar province. 

Soviet dictator Josef Stalin ordered the mass deportation of Crimean 
Tatars, the indigenous people of Crimea, in May 1944 on grounds that 
they had allegedly collaborated with Nazi Germany, during World War II. 

More than 180,000 were deported to Central Asia and Siberia. 

An estimated 40 percent of these died during the journey or in the first 
year of exile. 
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права солону учасників конференції 


Відбулася Всеканадська вчительська конференція 


Оксана Левицька, координатор програми 
Всеканадської вчительської конференції - 

Під гаслом «Українське шкільництво в Канаді: бути 
канадцем і залишатися українцем» пройшла Всеканад- 
ська вчительська конференція, яка відбулася 4-6 трав- 
ня в Торонто. Конференцію організували Національна 
Шкільна рада Канади, Шкільна рада Торонто та Комітет 
Рідного шкільництва при Дирекції УНО Канади за під- 
тримки Конгресу Українців Канади. Сто двадцять осві- 
тян із п'яти провінцій Канади - Онтаріо, Альберти, Ма- 
нітоби, Саскачевані, Квебеку, а також лектори з України 
зголосилися до участі у цій потрібній 1 довгоочікуваній 
конференції на освітянській ниві українознавства. За- 
вдячуємо членам організаційного комітету за успішно 
проведену конференцію, а саме: Тетяні Сунак, Євгенії 
Петровій, Оксані Левицькій, Євгенії Щуровській, Влод- 
ку Бойчуку, Грині Берлінг, Любі Заразці, Тані Онищук, 
Тані Когут, Оксані Соколик та Наталі Горячій. Приємно 
згадати, що серед численних привітів керівників укра- 
їнських організацій, які надійшли на адресу організа- 
ційного комітету та учасників, також їх вітали прем'єр- 
міністри провінції Альберта - Елісон Редфорд, та з Ма- 
нітоби - Грег Селінгер. 

Урочисте відкриття конференції відбулося 4 травня, 
в Бенкетному залі ресторану «Золотий лев». Розпочала 
вечір Тетяна Сунак, голова організаційного комітету по 
проведенню конференції. Прозвучали привіти та поба- 
жання успішного проведення від президента КУК Пав- 
ла Грода, та голови КУК Відділу Торонто, Оксани Реви. 
Вітали учасників представники духовенства - Преосвя- 
щенніший Владика Кир Стефан Хміляр i Преосвящен- 
ний Владика Андрій. 

Цікавою була презентація веб-сайту «Школа» Націо- 
нальної Шкільної Ради, голова Володимир Бойчук. Ком- 
панія IMB + Records Inc. подала до уваги учасників відео 
репортажі про українські школи та інші проекти україн- 
ських громад, які проводяться в Канаді. 

Робота конференції розпочалася 5 травня пленарним 
засіданням, де виступали головні доповідачі - Оксана 
Левицька, голова Комітету Рідного шкільництва Дирек- 
ції УНО Канади, та Орест Стеців, голова Літи Українців 
Канади. 

Під час сесій вчителі мали можливість обтоворити пи- 
тання змісту 1 розуміння ролі української мови поза меж- 
ами України. Проводилася дискусія про роль Шкільної 


Ради Канади, як координатора роботи українських осві- 
тян, та її співпраця з іншими громадськими організація- 
ми в процесі розвитку україномовного навчання. 

Конференція охопила широке коло педагогічних пи- 
тань та тем. На секційних заняттях були представле- 
ні матеріали для навчання учнів від садочку до курсів 
українознавства. Вчителі були зацікавлені методиками 
вивчення української народної казки, які представила на 
своїй сесії довголітня вчителька- методист Галина Дми- 
тришин, Торонто. 


Сучасні технічні засоби уможливлюють доступ до різ-. 


номанітної інформації, а зокрема до використання най- 
новіших методик та обміну досвідом. Як наприклад, на 
форумі ШКОЛА Альбертського університету розміщено 
матеріал програми НОВА, сесії з якої були представле- 
ні на цій конференції професором із викладання других 
мов, консультантом, науковим керівником та методис- 
том, Оленкою Білаш. Ділилася своїм досвідом роботи 
із навчальними матеріалами НОВА координатор укра- 
їнської програми школи Св. Димитрія (Торонто) Люба 
Романко. 

Є багато над чим працювати освітянам Канади. Вчите- 
лям потрібна методична підтримка в плані проваждення 
малокомплектних класів та навчальних стратегій. Багато 
шкіл мають малокомплектні або багаторівневі класи, де 
разом вчаться діти різного віку. Як розробити матеріал 
для того, щоб охопити всіх учнів та подати матеріал ди- 
ференційовано? Відповіді на це та багато інших питань 
намагалися віднайти присутні учасники сесій конферен- 
ції. Корисними у цьому напрямку були сесії, присвячені 
систематизації! й структурі розробки навчальних планів 
та ресурсів, засобам оцінювання успішності в україн- 
ських двомовних програмах, які провели директор Ме- 
тодичного Центру Української Мови Маруся Петришин 
та старший спеціаліст з питань освіти цього центру при 
університеті Альберти Віталій Шиян. 

Як правильно оцінювати учнів, які засоби 1 стратегії 
використовувати - про ці та багато інших підходів вели 
дискусії та ділилися своїм досвідом освітяни з Едмонто- 
ну - Люба Іщенко, вчитель та керівник по обміну студен- 
тами, та Тетяна Каченюк, вчитель середніх та старших 
класіві 1 координатор програми по обміну студентами. 
Яніна Виговська, вчитель молодших класів, ознайомила 
із новітніми методами навчання для зацікавлення учнів 
до вивчення української мови. 


Різноманітні підходи та матеріали з літератури були 
представлені на сесії з методик викладання літерату- 
ри курсів українознавтсва. Презентори Наталя Горяча, 
вчитель школи Св. Володимира, Наталя Куляса, вчитель 
курсів українознавства школи ім. Цьопи Паліїв, Галина 
Костюк, вчитель української мови та історії культури у 
школі Української спадщини im. Юрія Липи. 

Впродовж декількох років вчителі українських шкіл 
Онтаріо проводили апробацію підручників для вивчен- 
ня української мови, як іноземної, які були розроблені 
лекторами сесій Олеся Палінська та Оксана Туркевич 
(Міжнародний інститут освіти, культури та зв'язків з 
діаспорою, Львів, Україна). Автори підручників «КРОК 
1» та «Мандрівка Україною» мали нагоду представити 
фреагменти уроків за матеріалами посібників. 

Співпраця по розробці підручників для діаспори із 
освітянами і науковцями в Україні набуває все ширшо- 
го розмаху. Прикладом такої співпраці є опрацювання 
навчальних програм, навчальних посібників із серії 
вступного курсу «Наша Україна» та методичного 
комплексу з географії для курсів українознавства. В 
додаток до презентації навчальної програми, а також 
підручників та зошитів для практичних робіт, учасники 
сесії, яку проводила Валентина Бойко, науковий 
співробітник лабораторії географічної i економічної 
освіти Інституту педагогіки Національної академії 
педагогічних наук України (Київ), отримали зразки 
навчальних матеріалів. 

Питання Годомору 30-их років в Україні, як геноциду 
українського народу - це тема, на яку сьогодні зверта- 
ють увагу багато політиків та керівників держав світу. 
Валентина Курилів, вчитель-методист та голова відділу 
історії та соціальних дисциплін в державних школах Он- 
таріо очолює комітет щодо включення теми Голодомору 
в навчальні програми канадських шкіл. На своїй сесії 
вона поділилася досвідом вивчення цієї теми у старших 
класах. Із новітнім підходом викладання на уроках тем 
української канадської історії виступала Анастасія Ба- 
чинська, автор першої академічної роботи історії укра- 
їнської шкільної системи в Торонто. 

На запит вчителів одну із сесій було присвячено ви- 
кладанню релігії та успішним методам богословської 
освіти. Під назвою «Серце релігійної освіти - це серце 

реілгійного вчителя» провів сесію отець Стефан Войці- 
ховський. 


У Львові вшанували пам'ять дітей закатованих НКВД 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

20 травня, у День пам'яті жертв політичних репресій, 
у Львові на Янівському цвинтарі освятили надгробний 
пам'ятник 26 дітям, які були закатовані комуністичним 
режимом у 1949-1951 роках у двох із львівських 
в'язниць. Це були немовлята з репресованих родин 
українців. Довгих 15 років Товариство Політичних 
В'язнів i Репресованих домагалось від місцевої влади 
належно впорядкувати місце вічного спочинку невин- 
но убієнних. Донедавна на місці поховання дітей стояв 
тільки березовий хрест. 

«Це трагедія не лише окремої родин, це трагедія 
міста, держави, - заявив під час відкриття надгробного 
пам'ятника мер Львова Андрій Садовий. - Коли кати вби- 
вали цих дітей, вони думали, що вб'ють націю». 

Тут спочивають діти віком від одного дня до трьох років, 
також у братській могилі поховані двоє неповнолітніх, 15 i 
17 років. На Янівський цвинтар їх привозили таємно вночі 
із Замарстинівської в'язниці та «Бригідок». Це були діти 
матерів, які перебували під слідством чи були замучені 
НКВС. Комуністична влада намагалась вибити якомога 
більше інформації від жінок, вбиваючи їхніх малюків, на- 
роджених у в'язниці або ж арештованих із мамами. 


Голова Львівського обласного товариства політичних 
в'язніві репресованих Петро Франко дізнався про братсь- 
ку могилу дітей у 1989 році від сторожа Янівського цвин- 
таря, який ховав дітей і довідався, звідки їх привозять. У 
1990-х Франко дослідив архівні матеріали 1 встановив 
усі прізвища малюків. Під час проведеної ексгумації 
було виявлено, що в могилі спочиває 26 неповнолітніх. 

«У львівському архіві вивчав документи від 1939 року. 
11 вибрав з тюрми «Бригідки» дітей і 15 осіб — з тюр- 
ми Замарстинівської. На базі моїх матеріалів видали 
довідку. Є написано ім'я, прізвище, коли померла дити- 
на. Якби ці 26 дітей були живі, то ми б мали вже четверте 
покоління, 120 людей - це ціле село», - каже Франко. 

Мама схилила голову у скорботі над дитиною - цей 
образ на могилі похованих дітей у граніті відтворив 
львівський скульптор Юліан Савка. Він 1 вся його роди- 
на були репресовані. Маму митця вивезли до Якутії за її 
українськість, батько-упівець загинув, коли дитині було 
11 місяців. Савка у 1947 році, маючи неповні три роки, 
взимку перебував у жіночій в'язниці разом із тіткою. 

«Вони сказали, що «зто отродие жить не будет». Коли 
приходили енкаведисти, я кричав несамовито. Прига- 
дую, як били бабусю, копали. Її вивезли у Сибір, і вона 


між станціями померла. Там похована у 1949 році», - 
розповів митець. 

Пам'ятник закатованим дітям, каже скульптор, - це 
данина сучасників. А в Західній Україні є десятки 
відомих і невідомих місць поховань дітей, замордованих 
комуністичним режимом. 

Лише за січень-лютий 1941 року на Личаківський 
цвинтар у Львові були привезені тіла понад ста немов- 
лят віком від одного до тридцяти днів. Малюки були 
народжені у львівських тюрмах жінками-політв'язнями, 
яких вагітними арештовували офіцери HKBC у 1940— 
1941 роках за співпрацю з ОУН. 

Невідомо також, скільки малюків  закатовано 
наприкінці 1940-х у тюрмі на Лонцького. Бо й тут жінки 
народжували, 1 доля немовлят донині недосліджена. В 
архівних документах працівники НКВД зумисно зазна- 
чали, що це немовлята не із в'язниць, а народжені в пев- 
ному районі. 

Товариство політичних в'язнів 1 репресованих просить 
мерію, щоб це місце масового поховання було впорядковане. 

«Щасливі ті, хто пам'ятає», - наголошувалось під 
час відкриття пам'ятника, який виготовлений за кошт 
міського бюджету. 
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New president at MacEwan University 


(URDC)—On May 10 participants who 
attended the 19" Annual Kyiv Konnection 
community fundraising banquet had an op- 
portunity to meet the new president of Grant 
MacEwan University — Dr David Atkin- 
son. He is the fourth President of MacEwan 
University and began his term of office as 
president in July 2011. 

Coincidently this is also the fourth univer- 
sity of which he is President. Previously he 
has served as President of Brock University 
in St Catharines, Ont., Carleton University 
in Ottawa and most recently Kwantlen Poly- 
technic University in Surrey, BC. 

Dr Atkinson taught for 15 years at the Uni- 
versity of Lethbridge, where he took on in- 
creasingly senior faculty and administrative 
positions. Among others, he has lectured in 
English and religious studies, has been Chair 
of Religious Studies, and Dean of Student 
Affairs until his appointment as the Dean of 
Arts and Science at the University of Sas- 
katchewan. He has published four books and 
many essays and reviews. 

MacEwan University has had a continuous 
history of growth over the past 40 years. The 
changes have been dramatic and very much 
a reflection of the personal philosophies 
of each of the presidents of the institution. 
Starting from the decentralized local model 


of a community college in 1972, established 


by President Haar; to the centralized college 
with a downtown campus established by 
President Gerry Kelly; into the renaming of 
MacEwan from College to a University with 
President Paul Byrne. Each step of the way 
was marked by significant internal and exter- 
nal changes. 

Dr Atkinson spoke about how MacEwan’s 
growth and change will continue under his 
leadership. He spoke about ten key dimen- 
sions of the University: “We are a university. 
We are an undergraduate university. We are 
Edmonton’s downtown university. We have 
dual purpose: We will continue have college 
programs along with the university degrees. 
We are committed to alternative options of 
delivery. We recognize the importance of 
cost effective and quality programs. We are 
an economic generator. We believe in re- 
search. Research must enrich our teaching. 
We are an institution for Edmontonians. We 
are an institution which is undergoing tre- 
mendous change.” 

The audience also heard the annual update 
on the work of the Ukrainian Resource and 
Development Centre (URDC) from its dir- 
ector, Dr. Roman Petryshyn. The URDC is 
an applied research and project development 
centre that specializes in innovation to bene- 
fit Ukrainian Canadians, the people of Can- 
ada and the people of Ukraine. The URDC 


Standing, left to right: Dr. Ernest Skakun, Dr David Atkinson, Dr. Doris Kule, Dr. Roman 
Petryshyn. Seated: Dr. Peter Kule. 


is a small organization with 2 У» staff but has 
a large scope of international activity .Un- 
like any other Ukrainian university centres 
and programs in Canada, URDC is a centre 
dedicated mainly to transferring knowledge 
between Canada and Eastern Europe . 

He spoke about three subjects: 

* New developments with regard to the 
new International Chair of Health at Mac- 
Ewan; 

* Initiatives of the Kule Visiting Scholar 
Fund at URDC; and 

* URDC’s current major project — intro- 
ducing the system of inclusive education to 
the schools belonging to Ukraine’s Ministry 
of Education, Science Youth and Sport 

One of URDC’s projects is with Mac- 
Ewan’s faculty of Health and Community 
Studies where it seeks to develop the Chair of 
International Health. In September of 2010 
an International Health Advisory and Steer- 
ing Committee (IHASC) was appointed that 
includes ten people drawn both from within 
MacEwan and from the medical community 
in Edmonton. During the past year, the com- 
mittee has met several times and developed 


terms of reference to advance international 
health through education, research, care and 
administration. 

In the upcoming academic year it is being 
planned that MacEwan faculty and senior 
Baccalaureate students, occasionally in part- 
nership with other institutions, will begin 
participating in ~- small-scale international 
projects that involve faculty/student exchan- 
ges, focusing on specific medical needs in 
various countries and promoting awareness 
of international health issues among students 
at MacEwan. 

This year IHASC has a decided to dedicate 
a major portion of its revenue earned from 
its endowment to a new “Scholars Award.” 
The award of up to $10,000 will encourage 
faculty to develop international projects and 
scholarly activity that includes the participa- 
tion of MacEwan students. 

As a second example Dr. Petryshyn men- 
tioned that URDC administers the Peter and 
Doris Kule Visiting Scholars program. This 
past year URDC and the Western Canadian 
Centre for Deafness Studies at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta sponsored two deaf persons 


from Canada to visit and make presentations 
in Ukraine at a symposium to be held May 
17 in Kyiv. Linda Cundy, Edmonton Public 
School Board’s consultant to deaf students, 
along with interpreter Darlene Karron, are 
currently travelling to Poltava, Kryvyy Rih, 
Lviv and Kyiv with power point educational 
presentations. They are meeting with and 
informing Ukraine’s deaf community about 
the need for developing new Ukrainian Sign 
Language training programs in Ukraine to 
use in the education system, and to prepare 
graduate interpreters who would service 
Ukrainian courts, hospitals and schools in 
the future. 

URDC’s project initiative, to offer com- 
munication and training of deaf specialists, 
has been advanced this year by the twin- 
ning of the Alberta School of the Deaf (in 
Edmonton) and the Lviv School of the Deaf. 
In April 2012 two teachers from Lviv visited 
the Alberta school. 

The third project mentioned by Dr. 
Petryshyn was the major project “Inclusive 
Education for Children with Disabilities in 
Ukraine”. 

Inclusive education is the system now 
existing in Alberta and most of the western 
world. This system places children with dis- 
abilities in regular neighbourhood schools, 


instead of the old system of the 1950s of 


having them leave their families and live in 
boarding schools with fellow students who 
have the same disabilities. 

In 2012-13 upcoming year URC is begin- 
ning the fifth and final year of a five-year 
project that is introducing the model of in- 
clusive education for children with disabil- 
ities to Ukraine. At the end of this month the 
project will have over 80 people attend ses- 
sions at our experimental school in Simfero- 
pol where school #3 and school #95 from 
Lviv explain the progress they have made 
in preparing to accept children with various 
disabilities. 

They have made physical changes in their 
schools, given their staff 120 hours of train- 
ing base on Canadian materials, created new 
learning materials, worked to introduce new 
policies at the level of the school and of the 
Ministry of Education and promoted a new 
way of thinking in the public. This view as- 
serts that children with disabilities, like all 
children in Ukraine, are equal citizens and 
have a right to get an education at their 
neighbourhood schools while living at home 
with their parents. This is a big shift from 
the old model of sending disabled children 
to government residential boarding schools 
where they would live away from their par- 
ents and learn only with other similarly dis- 
abled children. 


Drs. Peter and Doris Kule presented with President’s Award 


(UkrNews)—Drs. Peter and Doris Kule 
were presented with the President’s Award 
by Егпе5і М. Skakun, PhD, President of the 
Ukrainian Foundation for College Education 
at the Kyiv Konnection Banquet, May 10. 

Doris Kule (nee Radesh) was born in the 
Boian district near Willingdon, Alberta. 

-As a child she attended, with her parents, 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Parishes in Pruth 
and Willingdon. She completed grade nine 
at Boian school, high school at Hairy Hill, 
teacher education at the University of Alber- 
ta, and taught at schools in Derwent, Shalka, 
and Beverly. 

Peter was born in Stratyn in the Ivano- 
Frankivsk oblast in Ukraine. In December 

1938 Peter and his mother and brothers came 
to Canada to join their father who was living 
with relatives in Two Hills. Upon discharge, 
Peter went to Edmonton and began his ed- 
ucation and training to be an accountant, 
which he competed earning the designation 
of Certified Public Accountant. 

In 1943, Peter met Doris and they married 
a year later. Through the years they have 
served the community well by serving on 
a number of boards and organizations. Pe- 
ter and Doris are members of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral. Peter served 
as a member of the Ukrainian Catholic 


Brotherhood of Canada; founding member 
of the Edmonton Norwood Seniors’ Housing 
Association and the Ukrainian Professional 
and Businessmen’s Club. Doris, in addition 
to her teaching career and being an all-round 
home-maker served on the Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Women’s League. She not only cross- 
stitched church linens but also laundered and 
ironed them. She gave that up 10 years ago. 

For Peter, the mid-1940’s marked the be- 
ginning of a very successful accounting ca- 
reer, that began with services operating out 
of a car; to an office and a receptionist in 
1945; to a partnership with John Peach in 
1950 known as Kule and Peach; to a firm 
with 4 partners, including Ken Pasnak, son of 
Peter’s cousin. Eventually, the firm merged 
with Kingston Ross in 1990 to become one 
of the largest accounting firms with over 
100 employees. Through resourcefulness 
shrewdness, intuitiveness, and business acu- 
men, Peter and Doris were able to amass 
quite a fortune and rather than re-investing 
their wealth in buildings; they invested their 
wealth in people. 

- From 2002-2006, a donation of $1 mil- 
lion, which was matched 2:1, to establish 
the Peter and Doris Kule Chair of Ukrainian 
Community and International Development 
at the Ukrainian Resource and Development 


Centre (URDC) at MacEwan University. 

he Chair is held by Dr. Roman Petryshyn, 
Director of URDC. In addition, the Kules 
donated $250,000 to set up the Visiting 
Scholars Program and another $100,000 to 
kick-start the endowment for the Chair in In- 
ternational Health. 

* During 2006-07, a donation of $1 million 
to the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies at the University of Alberta to establish 
the Kule Ukrainian Canadian Studies Centre 
and the Ukrainian Diaspora Studies Initita- 
tive. 

« Between 2004-2007, donations totaling 
$3 million in support of Ukrainian folklore 
and eventually, the establishment of the Pe- 
ter and Doris Kule Centre for Ukrainian and 
Canadian Folklore and the Chair in: Ukrai- 
nian Ethnography. 

- A donation to St. Joseph’s College at the 
University of Alberta to establish the Peter 
and Doris Kule Chair in Catholic Religious 
Education. 

- A donation to the Alberta School of Busi- 
ness at the University of Alberta and to the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Al- 
berta to establish the Chartered Accountants’ 
Distinguished Chair in accounting and the 
Peter Kule Academic Excellence Scholar- 
ship in Business. 


*In 2008, they donated $500,000 to the 
Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University 
of Ottawa to establish the Peter and Doris 
Kule Doctoral Scholarship on Contemporary 
Ukraine. 

« A donation for $100,000 to St. Michael’s 
Extended Care Centre. 
¢ In 2008, Peter and Doris donated $250,000 
to MacEwan College to support the techni- 
cal resources for a lecture theatre within 
the Robbins Health Care Centre. In return, 
MacEwan College named the lecture theatre 
in their name. 

«Іо 2009, a donation of $4 million to the 
University of Alberta to establish the Kule 
Institute for Advanced Study, an interdisci- 
plinary and comparative research institute 
for the study of major modern and histori- 
cal, political, social, economic, and cultural 
issues and, therein, advances in society and 
global polity in a manner consistent with the 
high humanitarian ideals of the founding 
benefactors. 

- A donation of over $4.5 million to the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies at Saint Paul 
University in Ottawa to establish the Peter 
and Doris Kule Chair of Eastern Christian 


Theol and Spirituality and the Kule Fam- 
чо 3 Cont. on P. 14 
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Female students protest CIUS needs to modernize Ukrainian 
Studies, director candidate says 


minister’s ‘ugly’ insult 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s education minister is in hot water after saying 
that women at the highest levels of study in the country’s university 
system are less attractive than other Ukrainian women. 

Dmitri Tabachnyk said that the country’s better graduate and post- 
graduate students “are girls who have a less bright, less attractive, and 
less model-like appearance.” 

A group of about 10 women who are graduate students or doctoral- 
level students at Ukrainian universities gathered in front of the Education 
Ministry in Куїм on May 21 to complain about Tabachnyk’s statement. 

The women — students of fields such as law, medicine, and education 
— dressed in long gowns for the protest and carried placards saying, “I 
read that I am ugly!” 

Each also held a university diploma to prove that they had obtained a 
four-year university degree in Ukraine. 

The women demanded that Tabachnyk either apologize for his remarks 
or resign from his cabinet post. 

Tabachnyk refused to meet with the women. But three men with lower- 
level posts in the ministry emerged from the building with bouquets of 
flowers during the demonstration, telling the protesters that they were, 
indeed, beautiful. 

The women refused to accept the flowers, 
Tabachnyk himself to apologize personally. 

Earlier, Prime Minister Nikolai Azarov took steps to distance himself 
from Tabachnyk’s comments by posting an apology on his Facebook 
page. He said the education minister probably was “tired at work” when 
he made the remark. 

Tabachnyk himself has the title of professor and the equivalent of 
a doctorate degree in history. He is currently a member of Ukraine’s 
Academy of Legal Sciences. 

Since his first week as Ukraine’s education minister in March 2010, 
Tabachnyk has faced calls to resign from protesters that have included 
students at the Ukrainian Catholic University as well as members of the 
opposition Forward, Ukraine! party. 

For years, those groups have accused Tabachnyk of “openly and 
publicly humiliating” Ukraine’s intelligentsia, denigrating Ukraine’s 
culture and language, and trying to vindicate the regime of Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin. 

Ukraine’s President Viktor Yanukovych shocked a luncheon at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, in January when he told 
investors that they should visit Ukraine in the spring “when it gets warm 
and women in Ukrainian cities begin taking off their clothes.” 

Yanukovych told the gathering, “You will see such beauty! It is very 
beautiful!” 

Written by Ron Synovitz, based on reporting by Maryana Drach and 
Andriy Bashtovyy 


saying they wanted 


Human rights song 
premiered in 
St. Catharines 


(Вагабап)- 1 grew up as a Ukrainian Canadian kid in Canada”, says 
Mike Kuchar. “My mother is Canadian born. My father was a 12-year- 
old kid when he came to Canada just before the Second World War.” 
Born in St. Catharines, now living in Welland, Kuchar has loved and 
studied Ukrainian music since he was eight. 

It was by pure happenstance that he met writer Steve Andrusiak. “We 
and our wives met and spoke at a prayer service for a mutual and dear 
friend. One introduction, one brief conversation and one email were all 
it took. It’s as if Elaine had brought us together and was saying ‘just do 
it’, says Andrusiak. 

Their musical collaboration premiered at the St. Catharines Folk Arts 
Festival on May 19. The song is called Baraban, which means: drum in 
Ukrainian. Baraban is also the name of an actual out of the way Kyiv 
Bistro. Andrusiak had written the lyrics and a very basic melody last 
summer. It took Kuchar’s enthusiasm, musicality and voice to bring it to 
life- with a Zaydeko beat no less. 

Baraban is a bit of a rant. “The song is also an expression of hope. It’s 
Hotel California meets Fernando’s Hideaway meets the enduring hope 
of the Orange Revolution,” says Andrusiak. 

“The song finds a visitor wandering into the popular secluded bistro. The 
stranger quickly discovers that everyone has a menu of demands and 

offerings but no one seems to feel responsible for successfully finding a 

workable recipe. 

Baraban song performers to included: Mark Clifford — acoustic guitar 
(Vox Violins), Beth Bartley — violin (Vox Violins), Mark Hagarty — 
drums, Steve Andrusiak — percussion, Mike Kuchar — lead vocals and 
bass guitar 

In 2010, Steve Andrusiak co-wrote and published a ballad about 
Ukrainian pioneers in Canada. His song Edna Star (music by Igor 
Zhylyak) was applauded at the Toronto Ukrainian Folk Festival. It was 
posted on both the Embassy of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress websites, and it is available on i-tunes. 


(UkrNews)—The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies needs to initiate the process of modernizing 
Ukrainian studies, says one of the three candidates, to 
replace retiring Director Zenon Kohut. 

"І ат proposing that the CIUS can assume leader- 
ship in the global Ukrainian studies by revitalizing the 
International Association for Ukrainian Studies. It is 
time to transfer the latter’s centre of operation from 
Kyiv to Edmonton,” said Volodymyr Kravchenko, 
Professor of History and Head of the Department of 
Ukrainian Studies, Philosophical Faculty, V.N. Kara- 
zin National University of Kharkiv and Director of the 
Kowalsky Eastern Ukrainian Institute at the second of 
three visioning forums, held by the CIUS, May 11. 

He also said it is time to change the formula of sup- 
port with a formula of partnership, when dealing with 
Ukrainian institutions 

“Ukrainian studies in Ukraine have changed enor- 
mously: many new or reformed research institutions 
are in place, a new generation of scholars shaped 
by Western academic tradition has emerged. So, the 
CIUS could benefit more in terms of scholarly cooper- 
ation with Ukraine. 

“Ukraine is very difficult partner to cooperate with. 
You should be familiar with specific Ukrainian socio- 
cultural context, Ukrainian way of doing business to 
deal with Ukrainian partners. 

"І would suggest focusing on cooperation with 
Ukraine’s civil society, the NGOs, and with a few 
western-styled universities in Ukraine, such as, first 
and foremost, the Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Lviv, the National University of the Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy, and the National University of the Ostrih 
Academy, Dr. Kravchenko said. 

He also stressed the need to enhance relations with 
the Ukrainian community. 

“Rather than asking what the community could do 
for the Institute, I would like to ask what the Institute 
can do for the community,” Dr. Kravchenko stated. 

"РА be glad to hear from you — What is your under- 
standing of the CIUS mission? Are you ready to accept 
its mission as a world leader in Ukrainian studies, and 
to what extent? Or, should the CIUS merely concen- 
trate on preserving Ukrainian identity within Canada?” 
he queried. 

“Community consultation is crucial and CIUS needs to 
expand its reach into the community and involve more 
people into its daily activity, to increase participation. 

“T would suggest establishing an interactive web-site 
to serve an open forum for communication. In paral- 
lel with this, it is worth thinking about establishing 
community consultations council at the Institute,” Dr. 
Kravehenko stated. 

He also said that he considered the integration of the 
CIUS into the Faculty of Arts a great opportunity and 
it can become an innovative space for inter-disciplin- 
arity in the humanities. 


Dr. Volodymyr Kravchenko 


“Why not create a permanent institution — a type of 
inter-departmental council for the humanities and so- 
cial sciences? The Council would be hosted by CIUS, 
of course...I believe all of us have much in common 
already, we are all dealing with inter-disciplinarity, 
transculturalism, etc., so we have many things to dis- 
cuss, to share information and coordinate our plans. 

“The CIUS needs to be a leader in encouraging stu- 
dents to take courses in Ukrainian studies and boost 
enrollments in the Faculty,” Dr. Kravchenko said. 

He noted that the CIUS has to find new sources of 
funding, not only from the Ukrainian community but 
also from business and non-traditional sources. 

“T would like to create one general strategic plan of 
fundraising for all institutions of Ukrainian studies 
of the University. We share the same goals and tasks. 
We also face shrinking numbers of potential donors. 
Rather than competing with each other, let us create a 
common Fundraising committee for Ukrainian studies 
and elaborate a universal strategy for fundraising,” he 
said. 

‘Developing new communications must be among 
CIUS priorities: I mean new digital technologies, In- 
ternet, and Journal of Ukrainian Studies. JUS must be 
preserved whatever the cost, but it could be re-concep- 
tualized and renovated,” Dr. Kravchenko added. 


Drs. Peter and Doris Kule presented 
with President’s Award 


Cont. from P. 13 

ily Chair of Eastern Christian Liturgy. The donations 
enabled the relocation of the Institute from Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago to Saint Paul Univer- 
sity and in turn making the Institute an internationally 
respected and renown academic institution. 

The impact of these donations is immeasurable; it 
goes far beyond the person designated as Chair or 
whoever is managing the donation. Peter and Doris 
have served and continue to serve as catalysts for ca- 
pacity building; promoting learning, growth, adapta- 
tion to change, first at the personal level, then at the 
institutional/organization level, and extending into 
community and society. 

Peter’s and Doris’s vision and commitment have 
been recognized at the local, national, and internation- 
al levels. 

* In 1993, Pope John Paul II proclaimed Peter a Knight 
of the Order of St. Gregory the Great and he conferred 
upon Doris the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. 

¢ In 1998, Peter and Doris were awarded honorary 
doctorate degrees from the Saint Paul University in 
Ottawa. 

« In 2004, Peter was given a Special Lifetime 
Achievement by the Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers 

* In 2005, Peter and Doris were awarded Honorary 


doctorate degrees from the University of Alberta; the 
first time in the institution’s history of making such an 
award to a husband and wife. 

e In 2007, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress be- 
stowed upon Doris and Peter, the Shevchenko Medal, 
“in recognition of their unparalleled philanthropy in 
support of education”. 

¢ In 2008, MacEwan College honored Peter and Do- 
ris as “Citizens of the Year” and grant them the Col- 
lege’s highest recognition, an Honorary Diploma in 
Community Service. 

¢ In 2008, the Edmonton and Area Chapter of the As- 
sociation of Fundraising Professionals awarded Doris 
and Peter with the Outstanding Philanthropist of the 
Year Award. 

¢ In 2008, Victor Yushchenko, President of Ukraine 
awarded Peter the Order of Merit service medal “in 
recognition of Peter’s contribution to the populariza- 
tion of Ukraine and the Ukrainian culture and for cre- 
ating a positive image of Ukraine on the world stage.” 

‘Doris and Peter are truly outstanding philanthro- 
pists, very generous and benevolent in their donations 
to support post-secondary education and Ukrainian 
culture, heritage, and spirituality. They have made 
their mark in a quiet unassuming way following their 
humanitarian beliefs, their faith, and their convic- 
tions,” said Dr. Skakun. 
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Ukraine chooses Shell апа | Shakhtar complete second 
Chevron to extract shale gas 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Ukrainian govern- 
ment has chosen Shell and Chevron to develop its 
shale gas fields. Their first drilling results are expected 
in 2013-2014. Whether or not these results match ex- 
pectations will be a test for Ukraine’s ability to cut its 
umbilical cord to Russian gas. Without active assist- 
ance from the Ukrainian government, it will be dif- 
ficult to overcome both the bureaucratic hurdles that 
lie ahead and the inevitable opposition to the shale gas 
projects from Russia’s Gazprom. If the projects are 
successful, Ukraine will attract billions of dollars in 
foreign investment and significantly diminish its de- 
pendence on Gazprom. 

The government decided to choose foreign partners 
to develop shale gas deposits last year, when Russia 
made it clear that it would not cut the gas price for 
Ukraine without serious concessions. On April 24, 
Ukrainian Environment Minister Eduard Stavytsky 
announced that ExxonMobil, Shell, TNK-BP, Chev- 
ron and Eni would compete in two tenders for two 
shale gas fields. At its meeting on May 10, the govern- 
ment approved the tender commission’s final choice 
of Chevron and Shell. Stavytsky confirmed this at 
a press conference on May 16. Drilling will start in 
2013 and gas extraction will begin by 2015 at the Yuz- 
ovske field; the drilling and extraction dates for the 
Oleske field are 2014 and 2016, respectively. 

Shell will develop the Yuzovske field in the east- 
erm Ukrainian regions of Kharkiv and Donetsk, while 
Chevron will develop the Oleske field in the regions 
of Lviv and Ivano-Frankivsk, which are in western 
Ukraine near the border with Poland. Yuzovske may 
contain as much as 2-10 trillion cubic meters of gas 
(tem) while Oleske has about 0.8-2.5 tem, according 
to different local estimates. The US Energy Informa- 
tion Administration estimates Ukraine’s total shale 
gas reserves at a more modest 1.2 tem, which appear 
to be lower than Poland, France and Norway have. 

Stavytsky’s ministry hopes Ukraine will be able to 
extract 10-15 billion cubic meters (bem) of gas from 
the two shale gas fields starting from around 2020, 
compared to 20 bem of gas extracted elsewhere in 
Ukraine and 40 bem of gas imported from Russia last 
year. Stavytsky said Shell would invest the equivalent 
of at least $400 million and Chevron plans to invest 
$325 million in drilling works at the first stage. The 
two multinationals will have to work in partnership 
with local state-controlled companies, Nadra Yuz- 
ovska and Nadra Oleska, which have been established 
specifically for the two projects. Shell and Chevron 
will have to negotiate their partners’ shares in produc- 
tion sharing agreements (PSAs) by September. If the 


PSAs are concluded and findings in the fields match 
expectations, some $30-$50 billion will be invested in 
Yuzovske and $20 billion in Oleske within 30 years, 
Stavytsky predicted. This would be the largest foreign 
investment in Ukraine’s energy sector ever. 

Along with developing shale gas, the government 
says it will triple gas extraction in the Black Sea to 
3 bem by 2015 and start processing some 10 bem of 
liquefied natural gas per annum from either Azerbaijan 
or Qatar at a new terminal to be built near Odessa by 
2016. This will allow Ukraine to significantly reduce 
its gas imports from Russia. Ukrainian President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych said in a recent interview that Ukraine 
could not afford the current Russian gas price, so it 
would continue cutting imports from Russia from 40 
bem last year to 27 bem this year and further in 2013, 
while increasing domestic gas extraction and looking 
for alternative suppliers. He spoke after fruitless talks 
with Russia’s newly elected President Vladimir Putin 
on May 15. However, Yanukovych said in Moscow 
that if Russia cut its gas price for Ukraine, there would 
be no need to look for alternative suppliers. This raises 
doubts about Kyiv’s determination to diminish its de- 
pendence on Russian gas. If all the recent ambitious 
Ukrainian gas projects are nothing but bargaining 
chips for the talks with Moscow, Western investors in 
Ukrainian shale gas are in for a bitter disappointment. 

Even if Shell’s and Chevron’s talks with the govern- 
ment-selected local partners on PSAs are successful, 
the success of the projects is not guaranteed if the gov- 
ernment changes after the 2015 presidential election. 
When Yulia Tymoshenko became Prime Minister for a 
second time in 2007, she decided to annul a project to 
extract gas in the Black Sea with the participation of 
the Texas company Vanco, which had won a govern- 
ment tender conducted under her predecessor and bit- 
ter rival Yanukovych. Vanco’s local partners had been 
reportedly linked to the Yanukovych camp. Moreover, 
Kyiv has apparently, intentionally or not, planted a 
time bomb under at least the Oleske project. The Lviv 
Region council has protested the results of the tender 
won by Chevron, saying that its representatives had 
not been invited to sit in on the tender commission. 
Due to this, the results must be proclaimed null and 
void, according to the council, which is dominated 
by Yanukovych’s opponents from the far-right party 
Freedom. According to Ukrainian law, PSAs must be 
agreed with local councils, so Chevron may face prob- 
lems in Lviv even before it starts drilling. 


Azarov admits no discounts 


from gas deal 


By Dmytro Shurkhalo 

(RFE/RL)—Meeting with members of the Euro- 
pean Parliament in Brussels, Ukrainian Prime Min- 
ister Nikolai Azarov acknowledged what the critics 
of President Viktor Yanukovych have been saying 
all along: The much-ballyhooed April 2010 Kharkiv 
natural-gas deal with Russia has brought the country 
no tangible benefits. 

When Yanukovych and Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev signed the deal in Kharkiv, it was touted as a 
huge foreign-policy win for Kyiv and a turning point in 
Russian-Ukrainian relations. Yanukovych agreed to al- 
low the Black Sea Fleet to remain based in Ukraine until 
at least 2042, saying publicly that, in exchange, Moscow 
had reduced Ukraine’s gas rate by 30 percent. 

“In reality,’ Azarov said on May 16, “there was no 
reduction in price. There was rent for the [Sevasto- 
pol] base of [Russia’s] Black Sea Fleet. But it gave us 
breathing room.” 

Parliament deputy Taras Stetskiv of the opposition 
Our Ukraine/People’s Self-Defense bloc said Azarov’s 
admission proves the opposition was right all along. 

“Azarov said what the opposition has said since 
April 2010: There was no discount, but what amounts 
to a one-sided concession that was not justified by 
anything and which threatens Ukraine’s national in- 
terests,” Stetskiv said. “Russia got a base for its fleet 
while selling us gas for the highest-possible price, and 

it does not plan to make any concessions to Ukraine 
on gas prices.” 

Azaroy’s statement is all the more embarrassing be- 
cause the 2010 gas deal was presented as a corrective 
to a 2009 agreement negotiated by then-Prime Min- 


with Moscow 


ister Yulia Tymoshenko. Tymoshenko is now serving 
a seven-year prison sentence on charges that she had 
abused her authority with that agreement. 

The Tymoshenko prosecution has piqued tensions 
between Ukraine and the European Union, which feels 
it was a politically motivated vendetta. 

Blogging for Russia’s RIA Novosti agency, Fyodor 
Ілікуапоу, a foreign policy analyst and editor of “Russia 
In Global Affairs,” wrote that the 2010 deal has borne no 
fruit because Ukraine’s divided political elite “cannot set 
a clear course toward rapprochement with Moscow.” 

Lukyanov said Russia will only “budge” on gas prices 
if Kyiv agrees to “share” its gas-pipeline system or join 
the Russia, Kazakhstan, and Belarus customs union. 

Lukyanov notes that the customs union, which has 
gained little traction so far, is a precursor to the Eur- 
asian Union project, which both Medvedev, now Rus- 
sia’s prime minister, and President Vladimir Putin are 
pushing enthusiastically. Lukyanov says one of the 
priorities of Putin’s new presidency will be “to win 
over Ukraine,” suggesting that the Kremlin has adopt- 
ed the tactics of a “siege.” 

Mykhailo Honchar, director of energy programs at 
the Nomos think tank in Kyiv, said Azarov’s com- 
ments show the difficult position Ukraine is in now, 
with relations strained both east and west. 

“There are definitely no simple solutions to getting 
out of the present situation,” Honchar says. “I think 
that the admission we heard in Brussels is intended 
to send a signal both to Russia and also to Europe. In 
order to conduct negotiations with Russia, you must 
formulate a position of strength, which Ukraine just 
does not have. 


successive double 


UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
have been crowned champions of 
Ukraine for the third consecutive 
season after a 3-0 victory against 
relegated PFC Olexandriya, May 
10. 

The Pitmen are celebrating their 
seventh Premier League title — all 
gained during the last 11 years — 
leaving them six championships 
behind arch-rivals FC Dynamo 
Kyiv, who drew 1-1 with SC Tavr- 
iya Simferopol on the final day of 
the season and finish four points off 
the pace in second. 

The success also completes 
back-to-back domestic doubles for 
Shakhtar following their extra-time 
triumph on May 6 in the Ukraini- 
an Cup final against FC Metalurh 
Donetsk. 

Anything less than a win for 
Mircea Lucescu’s men could have 
left the door ajar for Dynamo, but 
their ninth consecutive league vic- 
tory was never in doubt once Wil- 
lian opened the scoring a quarter 
of an hour in. Henrik Mkhitaryan 
(28) doubled the hosts’ lead with 
a header and then set up Yevhen 
Seleznyoy for number three 11 


Sports 


minutes into the second half. 

Seleznyoy’s strike was his 14th in 
the league this season and ensured 
he finished as the top flight’s joint 
leading scorer along with Maicon, 
who converted a penalty in FC Vo- 
lyn Lutsk’s 2-2 draw with FC Zo- 
rya Luhansk. Seleznyov, who was 
included in Ukraine’s provisional 
26-man squad for UEFA EURO 
2012, topped the scoring charts last 
season with 17 goals for FC Dnipro 
Dnipropetroysk. 

“Tm happy that we won the title 
and the cup again,” said Lucescu, 
who, having won six league titles 
and four domestic cups since tak- 
ing over at Shakhtar in 2004, has 
usurped the legendary Valeriy Lo- 
banovskiy as the most successful 
coach in Ukrainian football. 

"І want to thank my players for 
everything, and particularly for ac- 
cepting my principles of rotation. 
Today I tried to give playing time 
to those who will soon go to their 
national-team camps.” 


Shevchenko to 


make Chelsea 


coaching return — report 


By David Lynch, goal.com 


Dynamo Kiey striker Andriy Shevchenko could be in line for a return 
to Chelsea as a coach, according to the Daily Mail. 

The 35-year-old, who endured a disastrous spell with the west London 
outfit following a £30.8 million move in 2006, will decide whether to 
retire from playing at the end of Euro 2012. 

He will captain Ukraine at the tournament, who will co-host the 
showpiece alongside Poland, and could then choose to take up a 
backroom role. 

Shevchenko initially made his name as one of Europe’s most clinical 
strikers, winning a Serie A title and the Champions League with AC 
Milan. 

However, he scored just nine goals in 47 Premier League appearances 
for the Blues before returning to his current club via a loan spell back in 
Milan. 

Despite his lack of success at Stamford Bridge, the Ukrainian is 
believed to have retained ties with the club’s owner Roman Abramovich 
and still owns a house in nearby Surrey. 
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Kurelek exhibit opens at Village 


Dance extravaganza kicks off the season 


(UkrNews)—May 21, the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village wel- 
comed the summer season with the renowned art of William Kurelek and 
the spectacle of Ukrainian dance. 

“Kurelek from the Community: An autobiography through his art and 
writings” is a feature exhibit presented in the visitor reception centre from 
May 19 to September 3. The exhibit highlights the Albertan roots of one 
of Canada’s best-known prairie artists, William (Vasyl) Kurelek, through 
a selection of 28 of his paintings, drawings and reproduction prints on 
loan from community partners and private collections. The exhibit is co- 
sponsored by Kalyna Country Ecomuseum, the Ukrainian Pioneers’ As- 
sociation of Alberta and the Edmonton Journal. 

Jars Balan, President of the Ukrainian Pioneers’ Association and Vol- 
unteer Curator of the Kalyna Country Ecomuseum said this exhibit pro- 
vide a rare opportunity to see some of Kurelek’s works, which otherwise 
would not be on display. 

“This is the only time (people) will be able to see this. This show is 
not travelling anywhere and, at the end of the summer (these paintings) 
Viter Dance Ensemble will be returned back to their various homes. So it is a unique opportun- 
ity to see these works and, in many cases, the only opportunity,” he told 


Ukrainian News 
в ІТАЄ М O МУЕ І СО М Е The day also witnessed one of Alberta’s largest Ukrainian dance ex- 
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і 7 travaganzas featuring a variety of dance groups from Ardrossan, Edmon- 
to Vegreville З 39th An n ual ton, Grande Prairie, Red Deer, and Vegreville. 
Ukrainian Culture Showcase po cre ан ee the Viter Dae ese and Choir. 
new feature of this Village this year is the Kalyna Cafe. 
July 6, 7, 3, 2012 The Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society has collaborated with 


food consultants, Chef Brad Lazarenko and his sister, Cindy Lazarenko 


Grandstand: e John & Cathie Chomiak as Hospodar and Hospodynia New from Culina Restaurant Group to create 2 a eee drawing 2 poe 
«МС Johnny Moroz + Dance Competitions including ‘Trick’ events з represented on site. The new Kalyna cafe will o fer a menu, blend of lo- 
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¢ Viter Ukrainian » And great Ukainian food Showcase 
Dance Ensemble « ВУ & Tenting available on site 
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